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Learning Journal: Healthcare and Immigration
Introduction
Examines health policies, accessibility, and ethical considerations in caring for immigrants, exploring the intersection between healthcare and immigration. As a bridge between public policy, healthcare administration, and social justice, the course plays an important role within the graduate program. As part of the curriculum sequence, the course builds on foundational concepts from previous studies and prepares students for deeper policy analysis and advocacy.
Personal Growth
It was a challenging course both intellectually and personally for me. As a student studying healthcare in the context of immigration, I have been forced to examine how policy decisions impact marginalized communities. I gained a better understanding of barriers to healthcare access for immigrants, including legal status, language barriers, and socioeconomic issues. As a result of the skills I developed, such as analyzing policy frameworks and advocating for equitable healthcare, I am better equipped to make a meaningful contribution to this field. One important insight I gained was the impact of cultural competency in healthcare. Health disparities need to be addressed not only through policy changes, but also by improving communication and trust between providers and immigrants.
Reflective Entry
My professional field demands proactive advocacy and culturally competent care as a result of the new knowledge I have acquired. Undocumented immigrants' ethical responsibility is one of the most pressing concerns that emerge from this course. Additionally, the course raised important questions about how healthcare institutions can maintain their mission to provide compassionate, effective care while navigating restrictive policies. I was challenged to consider practical solutions that could improve access to quality healthcare through discussions pertaining to public health initiatives, emergency care policies, and disparities in insurance coverage. It is my intention to use these insights to inform my professional practice, whether through research, policy advocacy, or direct engagement with affected communities.
Conclusion
As a result of this course, I have gained valuable insight into the relationship between immigration and healthcare which aligns with my professional goals. As well as strengthening my commitment to social justice and ethical healthcare solutions, the course has strengthened my commitment to social justice. As a result of this experience, I am more convinced than ever that healthcare should be a universal right for everyone, regardless of their immigration status, and that healthcare professionals should continue to advocate for equitable policies. It is through this learning journey that I have been strengthened in my desire to contribute to meaningful change in healthcare systems to ensure everyone receives quality healthcare, regardless of their background.
