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Content Questions
Select One (1) Core Essential Element from the Syllabus Outline: 
a. Asynchronous Cores 2 and 4: Create a 350-word original discussion paper (with cited sources) during the first week of the term. Post this discussion in DIAL Discussion Forum. Then, provide two peer responses of 100 words each (total of 200 words) in the Discussion Forum. 
b. Professor will check for quality of content and word-count requirements. Grade assigned will be Credit or No Credit (CR/NC).










Discussion: Faith-Integrated Sociological Analysis
The idea of sociological imagination was created by C. Wright Mills in 1959 to make people shift from the micro level of analysis to consider the connection between the self and society (Scanlan & Grauerholz, 2009). This is very important when it comes to using faith-based sociological imagination, where the ability to interpret the social world necessitates the use of sociological theories as well as a Christian worldview. The sociological imagination helps establish connections between private experiences and public concerns since it breaks the link between the micro and macro levels.
According to the sociological imagination, one should view personal troubles through a broader perspective (Scanlan & Grauerholz, 2009). For example, if a person suffers from obesity, it may be considered as a personal trouble due to their diet and habits. However, when obesity is analyzed from a sociological point of view, it is possible to state that obesity is a social problem that depends on cultural expectations, the availability of healthy food, government policies, and the population's economic status. The sociological imagination makes it possible to understand that food deserts and government subsidies for junk food are part of the reason for this worsening health crisis. However, this is not a question of an individual's inability to resist temptation but a social issue informed by social structures.
According to the Christian sociological perspective, a faith-based sociological analysis incorporates spiritual, moral, and communal aspects in studying social problems (Kimani, 2024). According to the teachings of Christianity, people's actions are determined by social factors. However, people's choices also matter; the church and faith communities can offer support networks to help positively transform people's lives. In this case, Christian sociologists can use the sociological imagination to show that individuals' decisions resulting from societal factors may be attributed to social wrongs or systemic issues.
For instance, a case of poor eating habits, such as eating high-calorie foods during a family function, can be viewed as an individual decision and a social issue shaped by cultural and family values. A faith-based perspective makes one think about how there is or is not support in society for a particular action. Christianity advocates for a change in society that creates a better environment and culture that enriches people's physical, mental, and spiritual lives (Kimani, 2024).
In conclusion, faith and sociological analysis enhance understanding of social issues by incorporating faith and sociological aspects. Using sociological imagination, one can understand that individual behaviors, such as obesity, are social issues rooted in society's structures. In this manner, sociologists should be able to analyze such issues to promote change and advocate for structures that foster the well-being of society.
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