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Worldview Literacy in Research and the Digital Divide in Washington, DC Schools
	Worldview literacy in research serves as a crucial tool for understanding how different cultural, social, and technological perspectives shape academic inquiry. It involves recognizing biases, integrating diverse viewpoints, and ensuring inclusivity in research methods. One pressing issue where worldview literacy can be applied is the persistent digital divide in underprivileged schools in Washington, DC. This paper explores how integrating worldview literacy into research can provide a more comprehensive understanding of the technological disparities in low-income schools and propose solutions informed by both academic and faith-based perspectives (Kimanen, 2023).	Comment by David Ward: Worldview literacy needs defining right at the beginning. This key sentence does not quite define worldview literacy.	Comment by David Ward: Semaj, you provide a nice thesis at the end of your opening paragraph to guide your essay: “This paper explores how integrating worldview literacy into research can provide a more comprehensive understanding of the technological disparities in low-income schools and propose solutions informed by both academic and faith-based perspectives (Kimanen, 2023).”
Step 1: Observations Raising the Need for Inquiry
	The subject of this research is the digital divide in Washington, DC schools and how worldview literacy can contribute to addressing this issue. This topic is of personal and professional interest as it intersects with education, technology, and social equity. My background in educational leadership and social advocacy aligns with the need to explore the role of worldview literacy in mitigating disparities in digital access (Shaw, 2022). Researching this subject is crucial because the lack of technological resources in underprivileged schools exacerbates educational inequities and limits students’ future opportunities (Wang, 2013). Perspectives from education, technology policy, sociology, and theology must be integrated to provide a well-rounded understanding of the issue. A faith-integrated approach offers moral and ethical perspectives that reinforce the urgency of bridging the digital divide and promoting educational justice (Valk et al., 2020).
	Comment by David Ward: It is good that you contextualized this issue to the local city context where you have seen it in action. 	Comment by David Ward: This is a promising interdisciplinary preview of perspectives that will each need at least a brief explanation and illustration.

Step 2: Literature Review - Hermeneutical Inquiry	Comment by David Ward: This section is way too brief to fulfill its purpose. It needs more development and explanation. The term “digital inequities” needs defining. 
	Research has shown that digital inequities stem from socioeconomic disparities and inadequate policy implementation. Historically, technological advancements have often been unevenly distributed, leaving marginalized communities behind (Bon et al., 2023). Education policy, digital literacy, and social justice studies have all addressed this issue from different angles, emphasizing the need for a multidisciplinary approach (Kurdi, 2023).	Comment by David Ward: This claim is a truism that is not self-evident without more explanation with some historical example.	Comment by David Ward: You could follow this sentence with at least a sentence or two explaining and illustrating what each angle adds to understanding the issue of digital inequities: educational policy, digital literacy, and social justice studies.
Step 3: Faith-Learning Integration Inquiry
	While the Bible does not directly address digital disparities, biblical principles of justice and stewardship provide a moral foundation for advocating equal access to education (Valk et al., 2020). Many faith-based institutions have historically led initiatives to bridge educational gaps, reinforcing the role of Christian advocacy in technological equity (Bon et al., 2023). Combining theological principles with contemporary research can lead to more holistic and ethically driven solutions to digital inequities (Shaw, 2023).	Comment by David Ward: History is full of illustrations of how Christian scholars throughout history have used whatever latest technology existed to spread the message of the Bible out of a sense of mission and calling. A great example was the Gutenberg Press. John Wycliffe was writing about abuses by the institutional church that needed reforming  in England 250 years before Martin Luther in Germany but the Reformation did not happen until the technology of the printing press spread biblical literacy from the wealthy to the poor classes of people.
Step 4: Synthesized Interdisciplinary Formulation
	The research problem centers on the digital divide in underprivileged schools in Washington, DC, which limits students’ educational opportunities and perpetuates social inequality (Wang, 2013). The research hypothesis suggests that schools that integrate worldview literacy and faith-based digital equity initiatives will show higher levels of student engagement and academic performance (Shaw, 2022).	Comment by David Ward: What is the correlation between worldview literacy, which is a powerful concept by Shaw (2022), and faith-based digital equity? Are you saying that poorer schools need more computers to teach underserved kids about different religions?
Step 5: Critical and Contextual Communication
	Some critics argue that faith-based approaches to education may lack neutrality. However, integrating ethical considerations with academic research ensures a balanced approach (Valk et al., 2020). Resistance to faith-based advocacy in education can be mitigated by demonstrating the tangible benefits of such initiatives in bridging technological gaps. Presenting research findings through educational conferences, policy briefs, and faith-based community programs can enhance the impact of this research (Shaw, 2023).
Step 6: Ethical & Social Orthopraxis (Leadership Actions)
	Personal applications include advocating for digital literacy programs in local communities and supporting nonprofit initiatives aimed at technological inclusion (Kurdi, 2023). Church and community involvement can involve partnerships with faith-based organizations to provide technological training and resources to underserved schools. In the workplace, technology firms and policymakers should be encouraged to prioritize digital equity initiatives in their corporate social responsibility programs (Bon et al., 2023).	Comment by David Ward: So if churches invested in providing computer literacy training for underserved poor young people to their communities, it could provide opportunities help the kids come to faith?
Step 7: Reflective Evaluation
	The research effectively addresses the root causes of the digital divide and highlights faith-based solutions. Additional studies could explore the long-term impact of faith-based digital literacy programs. While the integration of worldview literacy into education policies is promising, overcoming political and cultural resistance remains a challenge (Shaw, 2022).
	Comment by David Ward: What are the root causes? Poverty? Are the faith-based solutions the effectiveness of using computers in religious education?  I think if you refocused this essay just about what is meant by "worldview literacy" and how that could be transformational in religious education as Shaw advocates, you could address the issue of digital inequities in a separate research-based essay.

Conclusion
	Worldview literacy is a vital component of ethical and inclusive research, particularly in addressing systemic issues such as the digital divide in Washington, DC schools. By incorporating diverse perspectives, recognizing biases, and integrating faith-learning principles, researchers and policymakers can develop more effective solutions. The intersection of academic research and faith-based service provides a powerful framework for fostering digital equity, ensuring that all students, regardless of socioeconomic background, have access to the technological resources necessary for academic success (Bon et al., 2023).
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