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Assignment


Assignment #1 – Core Essential Elements
1. Select One (1) Core Essential Element from the Syllabus Outline:
a. Create a 350-word original discussion paper (with cited sources) during  
    the first week of the term. Post this document in DIAL.

b. The professor will check for content quality and word-count requirements. 
    The grade assigned will be Credit or No Credit (CR/NC).
































Learning….to Change Your World

The essential element to focus on is Learning...to Change Your World. As we approach Faith Learning Integration studies, we start with an inquiry into identifying social issues within any profession. These matters are effectively addressed and resolved through faith-informed insight, a distinctive and beneficial tool. This underscores the significance of our faith in our academic pursuits. It is important to remember that before we can have a passion for serving and fixing, we must first cultivate a passion for learning. Integration, by definition, involves bringing together things that are apart. Integrating faith and learning addresses issues such as the fragmentation of knowledge across academic disciplines and, for some, the challenge of adequately connecting study and learning to their faith and practices (Chen, 2024, p. 21). The 2024 presidential inauguration introduced executive orders that impacted minority groups, especially Black people. Such orders attach crucial legislation that prevents discrimination based on skin color and gender. 	Comment by David Ward: Good job, Kevin identifying the Course Essential Element of Learning to Change Your World and making the connections between the 7-Step Learning to Change Your World methodology and its outcome in Step 6 of Leadership Influence for constructive social change. You applied that outcome to a current issue you are passionate about: recent presidential executive orders that impacted minority groups.
The EEOC, DEI, Civil Rights Act, Affirmative Action entities, and the employees in these departments are involved, highlighting the issue's relevance to the workforce. More important will be the academically egregious impact such orders will have on all levels of education in America, from Head Start to Postgraduate studies. However, such actions by the new federal administration also present an opportunity for positive change. They will create such a social dilemma that it will require the scholarly intervention of social change agent institutions such as Omega Graduate School to combat the ideological war on the horizon that society will be looking for. The holistic methodological approach of interdisciplinary studies to address socially complex realities validates the need for a Christian approach to interdisciplinary research. 	Comment by David Ward: Indent new paragrahs.
This approach, when applied to the history of reiterations of white supremacy and racism, offers a distinct worldview lens. Faith-learning integration, a key component of this approach, has proven benefits in tackling socially complex issues and providing reassurance and confidence. Social science, as a bridge between natural sciences and humane disciplines, offers a range of methods for addressing causative explanations and providing holistic interpretive analyses (Ward 2014, pg. 30). The idea of bringing about the process of social connection, transformation and change is to aid in equipping and empowering Black churches situated in marginalized communities through a Christian education model that reintroduces the church to its social mission and mandate. The Learning...to Change Your World approach provides a faith-learning integrated basis for the unity of knowledge. It also uses interdisciplinary research as a powerful tool to promote social change by addressing real-world problems and opportunities (Ward, 2009) (Ward, 2014, pg. 33).	Comment by David Ward: Indent new paragrahs.	Comment by David Ward: You did a good job synthesizing my article (Ward, 2014) to show how faith-learning integration and interdisciplinary research could be applied to addressing the problem of racism in the context of “Black churches situated in marginalized communities through a Christian education model that reintroduces the church to its social mission and mandate.”











	Comment by David Ward: Extra lines are not needed in a Works Cited, just double-spacing.
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Chen, K. S. (2024). Integration of Faith, Learning, and Ministry. Integrating Theology, Church, 	Comment by David Ward: Chen, K. S. (2024). Integration of faith, learning, and ministry. In K. S. Chen, & P. L. H. Tie (Eds.). Integrating theology, church, and ministry in a Chinese seminary (p. 20-42). Wif & Stock.
and Ministry in a Chinese Seminary, 20.
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Process for Christian Interdisciplinary Research. Dayton, TN: Oxford Graduate School Ph.D. Thesis. 	Comment by David Ward: Ward, David C. (2009). The Oxford Graduate School doctoral curriculum as an integrated process for Christian interdisciplinary research. [Doctoral dissertation: Oxford Graduate School].
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