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Assignment #1 — Course Essential Elements

1. Select One (1) Core Essential Element from the Syllabus Outline:

a. Weekend Residency: Create a 350-word original discussion paper (with cited sources) during
the week of the residency. Be prepared to discuss and engage with other students during the live

sessions. Post this document in DIAL.

b. Professor will check for quality of content and word-count requirements. Grade assigned will

be Credit or No Credit (CR/NC).
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Christianity's Societal Influence: Integrating Religion and Social Sciences Through

Interdisciplinary Models

Definition of Religion & Society Integration Models

Religion & Society Integration Models refer to frameworks that analyze the ways in
which religious beliefs and practices intersect with and shape societal structures and norms.
These models offer a comprehensive lens to examine the impact of religion on various aspects of
society, including politics, culture, and social behavior. Understanding Christianity’s influence on
society, as discussed in Ward’s The Kingdom: What Is Going on Behind the Scenes of History,
highlights how religious ideologies have historically shaped and continue to influence societal

dynamics (Ward, 2022).

Principles of Religion & Society Integration Models

The principles of Religion & Society Integration Models revolve around understanding
the ethical and moral dimensions that religion imparts on social issues. These models emphasize
the need to consider both the spiritual and secular influences on societal behavior. Schmidt’s
How Christianity Changed the World provides numerous examples of how Christian values have
historically influenced social reforms, such as the abolition of slavery and the establishment of
charitable institutions (Schmidt, 2004). By integrating these principles into interdisciplinary
studies, educators can foster a comprehensive understanding of how religion shapes societal

norms and behaviors.
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Characteristics of Religion & Society Integration Models

Education practitioners adopting these models often prioritize exploring the ethical
implications of social phenomena through a religious lens. This approach encourages students to
consider how faith-based perspectives inform their understanding of social issues. For instance,
while discussing social justice, guiding students to examine Christian teachings on compassion
and justice, drawing from Schmidt’s insights on Christianity's role in promoting social change
(Schmidt, 2004). This methodology not only enriches classroom discussions but also allows

students to appreciate the multifaceted nature of religion and society.

Learning Environment

Creating a supportive and inclusive learning environment is crucial for effectively
implementing Religion & Society Integration Models. This involves fostering an atmosphere of
open dialogue where students feel comfortable discussing their beliefs and values. In my
classroom, I strive to create a space that respects diverse perspectives, allowing students to
critically analyze and reflect upon the intersection of faith and societal issues. Ward’s exploration
in The Kingdom underscores the importance of understanding religious history to fully appreciate

contemporary societal dynamics (Ward, 2022).
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Implications for Educators

Integrating Religion & Society Integration Models into teaching practice has profoundly
influenced my approach to education. By incorporating Christian perspectives on societal issues,
I have been able to design curricula that consider both spiritual and secular dimensions. This
approach encourages students to reflect on their beliefs and engage in meaningful discussions
about the ethical implications of social phenomena. Additionally, it promotes critical thinking
and a deeper understanding of how religion shapes societal norms. As Schmidt articulates,
Christianity’s influence on societal development cannot be overlooked and remains an integral

part of interdisciplinary studies (Schmidt, 2004).

Broader Perspective

Reflecting on the broader implications of Religion & Society Integration Models, I
recognize their profound impact on my vocation as an educator. These models have enriched my
ability to engage with diverse worldviews, fostering a more inclusive and empathetic
understanding of interdisciplinary knowledge. By integrating these frameworks into my teaching,
I can bridge the gap between faith and social sciences, ultimately promoting a more
compassionate and well-rounded educational environment. This comprehensive approach is
crucial for nurturing a community of learners who appreciate the interconnectedness of religion

and society (Ward, 2022).
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Conclusion

Religion & Society Integration Models are essential to interdisciplinary studies, offering
a deeper understanding of how religious beliefs shape societal structures and norms. By
incorporating insights from The Kingdom: What Is Going on Behind the Scenes of History and
How Christianity Changed the World, educators can create more holistic and inclusive learning
environments. Integrating these principles has significantly enriched classroom discussions and
fostered a comprehensive understanding of the relationship between religion and society (Ward,

2022).
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