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Assignment #2 – Developmental Readings	Comment by David Ward: Your selected readings seem to show you are preparing for an essay on the impact of the church in society and culture, which will be great.
1. Create Developmental Readings from seminal sources and scholarly peer-reviewed
journal articles. Review instructions for Assignment #3, the course essential elements,
and course readings to identify selections of books and journals to create entries.
a. Refer to the "Student Guide to Developmental Readings" in the General
Helps folder for updated information on sample comments, the grading rubric,
and key definitions related to developmental readings.
















Source One: 
Ward, D. (2014). Interdisciplinary faith-learning integration for social change. JIS, V26, (1-2), 29-56. [Seminal] [Proquest - Use OGS Login]	Comment by David Ward: Ward, D. (2014). Interdisciplinary faith-learning integration for social change. JIS, 26(1-2), 29-56.
Comment 1:  
Quote/Paraphrase:  
The kingdom of God comes as Christians commit themselves to bring kingdom values to family, church, government, work, and society in the unfolding continuum of Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Consummation.
Essential Element: The quote refers the influence of Christianity on society
Additive/Variant Analysis: The assertion aligns with my understanding 
Contextualization:  
The relationship between God and humanity inherently involves the notion of the Kingship of God. That is why, the Kingdom of God holds central position in the Gospels. John the Baptist began his ministry announcing that the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand (Matthew 3:2). Jesus in his preaching emphasized that the Kingdom of God is at hand (Matthew 4:17).  Jesus not only urged his followers to pray for the coming of the Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:9-10), but also commissioned his church to actively engage the world with the gospel of the Kingdom (Matthew 28: 18-20). It’s, thus, evident in the Gospels that the Kingdom of God comes as the whole church takes the whole gospel to the whole world. To this effect, the church becomes the Kingdom agent that influences and shapes the world by conveying Kingdom values to all spheres and systems of humanity. 	Comment by David Ward: All of this analysis goes in the Additive/Variant Analysis section. It is good analysis discussion but in the wrong section.
Sangma, Dipty, and Bharani (2024) affirm that spiritual values of Christianity have brought profound influences on the lives and beliefs of Societies around the world. According to this source, Christianity provides a practical and transformative framework for individuals to navigate the complexities of life and transform societies toward cohesive and better life.	Comment by David Ward: Doesn’t this belong in an entry with Analysis of the Sangma, Dipty, and Bharani (2024) source?
Burt (2021) asserts that Christianity has discouraged hostility among communities, and enhance co-existence between tribal communities all around the world. Therefore, the individual as well as collective commitment of Christians around the world has continued to shape societal perceptions and practices, which proves the sustained influence of the Kingdom of God on humanity throughout the years in all cultures. 	Comment by David Ward: Doesn’t this belong in the Analysis of the Burt (2021)  source?
My personal mission is to serve those who serve others. In other words, I’m called to equip religious leaders, businesses leaders, public leaders, and leaders of charity organization in my country of Ethiopia. The Bible informs my training contents and the Kingdom values shape the values and perspectives that I often share. As I equip leaders, I fully understand that I’m fulfilling my Christian calling and that I’m promoting the Kingdom values. My perspectives have been well-received and my time has been on demand nationwide. As I was reading and reflecting on the aforementioned source, I was re-affirmed and motivated to boldly and wisely share the Kingdom values in a contextually appropriate manner. I’m also inspired to have deeper access to my Professor, Dr. Ward, through his writing. 	Comment by David Ward: This is properly Contextualization: Personal application.

Source Two: 
Schmidt, A. J. (2004). How Christianity Changed the World. Zondervan. [Seminal] [Amazon-Preview] [see Course Resources]	Comment by David Ward: Schmidt, A. J. (2004). How Christianity changed the world. Zondervan.
Comment 2:
Quote/Paraphrase:
Charity and compassion are attributed to Jesus Christ, which inspired his church to follow his footstep and help the unfortunate, regardless of race, religion, class, and nationality. 
Essential Element: The assertion relates to social reform. 
Additive/Variant Analysis: The quote adds to my understanding
Contextualization: 
Charity and compassion are central themes in the Bible, reflecting God's love for humanity. These virtues are not only encouraged but commanded as expressions of faith and obedience to God and as essential characteristics of a righteous life, demonstrating the transformative power of God's love in action. 	Comment by David Ward: All of this analysis goes in the Additive/Variant Analysis section. It is good analysis discussion but in the wrong section.
The Bible teaches that Jesus set an example by offering himself as sacrifice for all mankind. As recorded in Acts 20:35, he clearly noted that it’s more blessed to give than to receive. His acts of charity were done not from a sense of duty, but from a deep feeling of love for mankind (John 3:16), which shows the heart of his Father toward humanity. Jesus didn't limit his service to his friends; he extended his act of love to all regardless of their background. In so doing, they may be able demonstrate their relationship to their Father in heaven who causes the Sun to rise not just on the good but also on the evil ones, and who sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous (Matthew 5: 44-45).  The act of charity and compassion allow Christians to accumulate treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:20). They reflect Christlikeness by developing character (Matthew 20:28). They prove undivided act of worship for God not for money (1 Timothy 6:10). 
Juliana & Simatupang (2023) emphasize that the Church is called and missioned into this world, not just to be present but to take meaningful action. If the Church is passive and only dominantly takes care of its own rituals, the meaning of the Church's presence as the salt and light of the world in not felt. Scholars further state that charity and compassion are the highest forms of love, signifying the reciprocal love between God and humans that is manifested in unselfish and unconditional love (Herbert & Frederick, 2022). It’s the service through which the church truly becomes the light and the salt to the world, as God continues to preserve and enlighten the decaying dark world (Winthrop, 2024). Jesus also admonished his followers to extend their act of love to their enemies and pray for those who persecute them. 	Comment by David Ward: These are good insights on other sources, but aren’t you supposed to be discussing Schmidt (2004) here?
Therefore, charity and compassion are vital expressions of Christian faith, reflecting God's love and grace. They are woven throughout the biblical narrative, from the laws of the Old Testament to the teachings of Jesus and the apostles, calling believers to live lives marked by selfless giving and compassion. Needless to say, such virtuous and indiscriminate act of service could only be motivated and sustained by the unconditional and exemplary life and service of Jesus Christ.  
I was born and raised in a community that didn’t hear the gospel. However, I grew observing people supporting each other and sharing delight and grief. I remember doing everything I could to help families in our neighborhood. I used to do so with the sense of duty, and my commitment was not sustainable. After the light of the gospel came into my life, the life of Jesus became the reason and the sustaining power for me to serve others with joy and with greater conviction. One of my routine responsibilities today is to equip local churches to reach out to the communities through the whole gospel, which emulates both the teaching and the acts of services of Jesus Christ. This reflection has inspired me to continue to mobilize more churches to engage communities with the gospel, not just by preaching the Word, but also by meeting the felt physical and social needs of individuals and families regardless of their background. 	Comment by David Ward: This is great personal contetextualization!
Source Three 
Hegeman, D. B. (2007). Plowing in hope- Toward a biblical theology of culture, 2nd. Ed. Canon Press. https://www.exodusbooks.com/samples/Canon/30623sample.pdf	Comment by David Ward: Plowing in hope: Toward a biblical theology of culture,
Comment 3:  
Quote/Paraphrase:
“It is important to the development of a culturally mature society that the differences in gifting and skill be clearly recognized, utilized, and celebrated. To fail to accept that God has in fact “built in” these differences within human communities leads either to futility and burnout as one tries to do the whole thing oneself or to the mediocrity which ensues when we fail to acknowledge the superior talents of the few and insist that all should have equal participation in every facet of culture-making.”
Essential Element: The assertion is about the integration of religion and society. 
Additive/Variant Analysis: Under the context the writer addresses, the thought matches with my belief. 
Contextualization:
According to the aforementioned source, mankind is made in the image and likeness of God, and is endowed with many extraordinary attributes. With this comes man’s mandate to co-labor with God since creation including after the fall and during restoration. God creates and man tends, which shows prophetic role of humanity. God preserves his creation and man becomes a steward of God’s creation, which exhibits his priesthood. As God governs the universe, mankind subdues nature, which implies man’s call into kingship. 	Comment by David Ward: All of this analysis goes in the Additive/Variant Analysis section. It is good analysis discussion but in the wrong section.
For mankind to discharge these massive duties, God has richly endowed each and every individual human being with various giftedness and capacities. In addition to this, God has allowed mankind to inhibit the Earth and to live in divergent cultures. 
What makes the mission of the church a challenging task is, therefore, the responsibility to take the one gospel to these many cultures by mobilizing the many different attributes of his people. Some scholars argue that the divergence between churches among different cultures emanates from such unique but universal responsibility of the church (Oduyoye & Vroom, 2021). That is why scholars continue to research the relationship between culture and theology as it relates to God’s eternal plan and the church’s temporal mission on earth. According to some scholars, the challenge for theology is, thus, to work out in which dimensions ministry should be cultural, in which it should be “counter-cultural,” and in which it should be seeking to transform the culture (Sweeney, 2023).
Fulfilling the mission of the church requires not only generosity of resources, but also generosity of the heart. The church as one body must commit itself to embracing diversity, building unity, and mobilizing talents.  
Source Four: 
Akbar, A. A., Ashar, S. M., & Simonson, J. (2021). Movement law. Brooklyn Works. https://ssrn.com/abstract=3735538	Comment by David Ward: This source is not in the Works Cited.
Comment 4:
Quote/Paraphrase:
Social reforms break the molds of political discourse, project new possible futures, and create terrains of engagement for more people by galvanizing hope and collective action rather than cynicism and alienation. 
Essential Element: The content addresses the issue of social reform. 
Additive/Variant Analysis: The assumption adds to my understanding. 


Contextualization:
The above source asserts that social reforms seek to create more equitable and just society by changing laws, policies, and social norms. In similar fashion, Brown (2021) suggest that social reforms have proven to transform the poor from subjects with rights to objects of care, translating the exercise of power into an affective and therapeutic activity patching up political and economic wounds. Ryland (2020) asserts that social reforms help link national interest with local interest, thus, promotes shared values and mutual respect. 	Comment by David Ward: This analysis goes in the Additive/Variant Analysis section. It is good analysis discussion but in the wrong section.
With reference to my country, Ethiopia, Zewde (2022) notes the series of social reforms triggered by the Ethiopian political elites has played preponderant role in changing regimes and democratizing the governance system with lasting legacy in the political history of the nation. Tadesse (2024) further highlights the historic role of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church in facilitating social reforms, which promoted moral values, and contributed to social cohesion. 
Nevertheless, there are scholars that argue despite their progressive contributions, the enigma of social reforms has been felt by societies since the Graeco-Roman antiquity to the present day (Raymen, 2022). 
I personally learned that social reforms are collective efforts that seek or resist change. In the Ethiopian society, I have seen God using social reforms to transform corrupt extractive government systems, and to stop policies that support immorality. Within the Ethiopian evangelical churches, God has raised young evangelical believers who believe in the gospel of grace, challenging the legalistic religious tradition inherited from the Ethiopian Orthodox. Although reforms could get messy, under godly leadership, they can add vitality and freshness to the very nature, function, and structure of the church. 
Source Five
Ferreira, I. W., & Chipenyu, W. (2021). Church decline: A comparative investigation assessing more than numbers. In die Skriflig/In Luce Verbi, 55(1), 2645. https://doi. org/10.4102/ids.v55i1.2645


Comment 5:
Delete extra spaces. DW
Quote/Paraphrase
The influence of the church is declining globally. 
Essential Element: The assertion refers to the influence of Christianity om society 
Additive/Variant Analysis: I partially disagree with the conclusion 	Comment by David Ward: It’s good to disagree, but what are your points to discuss for analysis?
Contextualization:
The source states that current church decline manifests itself in terms of retarded growth, missional drift, lack of effective leaders, and disinterest of youth and children in the church, and the diminishing role of the church in social transformation. Masuku (2023) mentions that the lack of synergy and strategic support between the global church has contributed to the ineffectiveness of the church. Although, the assertion reflects some truths, it may not hold true at a global scale. 	Comment by David Ward: This analysis goes in the Additive/Variant Analysis section. It is good analysis discussion but in the wrong section.
First and foremost, Jesus – the builder of his church assured his church that the gates of hades will not overcome her (Matthew 16: 18). The church should grow numerically by reaching out to the world (Matthew 28: 18-20). Yet, mere numerical status of the church at a given period shouldn’t define the overall status of the church. Of course, the church is commissioned to transform lives and communities (Mathew 5: 13-16). Yet, the way transformation happens could take different shapes at different times in different cultures. Since Sovereign God has a plan that shall inevitably come to pass (Ephesians 1:10 and Revelations 7: 9), the church should continue to do her mission with faith, hope, and dedication. 
The church may experience highs and lows. However, I personally believe that the church will never fail because of the will and the power of God. For this reason, I’ll continue to empower the church to fearfully and faithfully finish the task of the Great Commission for the glory of God. 

Works Cited	Comment by David Ward: Work Cited title is to be centered. Also, all Works Cited in the list are to be double-spaced.
You had Developmental Reading entries for 5 out of 17 sources. The Additive/Variant Analysis section is for critical thinking discussion of the listed source. You did do in-text citations of several of the sources you did not do separate numbered entries for, but could have. The ones you did not cite, but want to include for future research should be in a second list called Related Works. 
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