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Course Learning Journal
Assignment #4 – Course Learning Journal
The journal is a written reflection of your learning journey while working in each course. The
Learning Journal integrates the essential elements of the course within your professional field of
interest. The objective of the course journal is to produce a degree of acculturation, integrating
new ideas into your existing knowledge of each course. This is also an opportunity to
communicate with your professor insights gained as a result of the course. The course
learning journal should be 3-5 pages in length and should include the following sections:
1. Introduction –Summarize the intent of the course, how it fits into the graduate program as a whole, and the relevance of its position in the curricular sequence.
2. Personal Growth - Describe your personal growth–how the course stretched or challenged you– and your progress in mastery of course content and skills during the week and through subsequent readings – what new insights or skills you gained.
3. Reflective Entry - Add a reflective entry that describes the contextualization (or adaptation and relevant application) of new learning in your professional field.
What questions or concerns have surfaced about your professional field as a result of your study?
4. Conclusion – Evaluate the effectiveness of the course in meeting your professional, religious, and educational goals.
Donovan, excellent work on this Course Learning Journal! You synthesized the course well. You effectively integrated concepts in the course to show how useful the concept of worldview is for critical thinking about the big-picture perspective from which an author frames his or her understanding of society. I appreciated how you found that "the course’s body of knowledge and concepts facilitated your ability to identify historical precedents of Christianity's positive and negative social impacts for guidance in the sociological integration of religion and society to advance constructive social change. I could see how this was facilitated through your preliminary research on Christianity’s influence on perspectives regarding a modern social issue: homosexuality.  Your reflections show thoughtful engagement with the course content for PHI 815-22. 
Keep up the good work! Please reach out with any questions, Donovan. -- Dr. David Ward 
Grade: A


Course Learning Journal
Introduction
The course, PHI 815-22: History of the Integration of Religion and Society, is designed to foster deep knowledge and understanding of connections between religion and society. As such, this course by Omega Graduate School seeks to analyze trends, issues, and problems that need the transforming impact of a Christian worldview in the social sciences. This objective engages students’ understanding of the knowledge and connections between Christian worldview and one’s religion and religious beliefs. Furthermore, the course meets the program quality and knowledge requirements by developing students’ critical thinking skills to clarify the nature and significance of issues related to the integration of religion and society (Omega Graduate School, 2024). Finally, the course’s body of knowledge and concepts facilitated my ability to identify historical precedents of Christianity's positive and negative social impacts for guidance in the sociological integration of religion and society to advance constructive social change (Omega Graduate School, 2024). This was facilitated through research on Christianity’s influence on perspectives regarding a modern social issue: homosexuality. 
Personal Growth
The course, PHI 815-22: History of the Integration of Religion and Society was an important one in developing a strong base in both social sciences and the connection to religion. With the readings and research, I was able to develop a deeper understanding of the role of religion, and specifically, a Christian worldview from the perspective of how Judeo-Christian values shaped and influence different ideas and ideologies. During the course, my knowledge and understanding of the extensive impact that Judeo-Christian perspectives made became enlightened with several important readings. I was able to better navigate and understand several modern challenges in light of the historical and concurrent influence of Judeo-Christian worldview, especially in light of what is happening in the United States today. My research skills and reading literacy have increased significantly, as well as my ability to synthesize information. My ability to synthesize information across several areas and worldviews was augmented in this course. 
Reflective Entry
	After having completed several readings and research on the topic of the integration of religion and society, the course re-oriented my understanding of how much we still depend on religious perspectives and faith in understanding and interpreting several phenomena. While I have not adopted a new worldview, several philosophical thoughts and ideas emerged. For example, when it comes to the influence of Judeo-Christianity on our views of sexuality, it made me wonder if it is worse for Christians to shun and discriminate against such individuals than to be tolerant. Are we to judge and reject others? 
	Learning about how the perspectives on social issues changed over time with the importance and rise and fall of faith and religion gave me new perspectives on the intricacy of religion and social values in human life and society. I also learned that there is extensive disagreement on the degree to which the Bible condemns homosexuality, and that most of our views today have emerged from different eras and influences. 
Conclusion
As individuals, we need to rekindle understanding of the relationship and intimacy between religion and society, recognizing how much religion has shaped all aspects of society and our individual and collective worldviews and expectations. With a great need for enlightenment in what seems a dark age in our 21st century technological society, the missing ingredient may be the lack of appreciation for faith and belief, and our lack of a sense of spiritual intimacy with the Creator. A course such as PHI 815 History of the Integration of Religion and Society fills this gap by reminding us of where we have traveled from to where we currently are, and that we still need faith as a guide to continue this journey toward a good or great end. 
This course was very effective in achieving its established purpose and goals. With several important readings, I was able to explore diverse views on integration and society and religion. Particularly interesting were the many sources encountered on worldview, and on Christian worldview. The course has created an opportunity to better understand how much religion and faith cut across what we seek to know and understand in today’s society. From the course, I was able to gain new understanding on the concept of worldview, especially in the Alessiato reading on the definition and origin of the term. 
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