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Children born in poverty have more difficulty reaching their full potential.
[bookmark: _Hlk167683965]Since youth are resilient, they do not need a positive role model to become successful.  On the other hand, research has shown that a positive role model can make a difference in helping underprivileged youth reach their full potential.  Although it takes a village to raise a child, some may overcome being raised in disadvantaged circumstances to succeed. Still, too many will not acquire the necessary tools or be exposed to an adequate support system to overcome such a dire start.  Furthermore, children born in poverty are less likely to reach their full potential, given that the high school dropout and incarceration rates are higher among them.  Although it is an uphill battle, a few others from my underserved neighborhood and I am/are living proof that impoverished youth with inadequate role models can reach their full potential.
[bookmark: _Hlk167681559]Making a conscious choice to be resilient.
Growing up in an underserved community where many people dropped out of school, went to jail, or got murdered can have a lasting social impact on individuals.   As you gain exposure to other places, you realize that something you thought (your living environment) was normal is highly abnormal.  You come to realize that the path you are on is leading to a place of self-destruction.  What course of action do you take as a youngster with inadequate role models?  At the tender age of nine, I decided that my goal was to be successful in life regardless of my formative environment. 
Environments Matter:  It takes a village to raise a child. 
Environments matter during a youth's adolescence/formative years; “Children in poverty is a major factor influencing the development of children” (Sameroff & Seifer, 2021, Abstract). Creating cultures for youth to not only survive but thrive in will undoubtedly have a direct impact on how successful or unsuccessful they are prone to be in the future. 
  Adolescence is a critical human developmental stage that is essential to building a foundation that could lead to a child reaching or perhaps not reaching their full potential; the adolescence portion of a child’s life is extremely crucial (Lawrence & Adebowale, 2023; Backes & Bonnie, 2019).
It takes a village to raise a child, which is more prominent today than ever.  According to Clinton, a village “is a network of values and relationships that support and affect our Lives” (Clinton, 2006, p.7).  It is essential to Intentionally work with kids to help them develop a value system by modeling the behavior you expect from them. Those who grow up in an environment with an adequate support system influenced by solid adult role models have a better chance of reaching their full potential (Lindstrom et al., 2022).  Undoubtedly, parents play a pivotal role in the rearing of their children. Furthermore, “When children are born, they depend on other grown-ups—grandparents, neighbors, teachers, ministers, employers, political leaders, and others who touch their lives directly and indirectly. Each of us plays a part in every child’s life: It takes a village to raise a child” (Clinton, 2006, p.5).  All adults should recognize, embrace, and own the fact that they are role models and play a role in developing the youth they are constantly in communication with and those who may be watching from afar.  Adults are responsible for creating a culture conducive to helping all kids reach their full potential. ‘Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it” (proverbs 22:6).
Although youth are resilient during their formative years, the environment they grow up in will have a lasting effect on their worldview and approach to life.  For example, children who grow up in abusive situations are more likely to become abusive.  Children who grow up in environments where their parents did not finish high school or attain a college degree are less likely to graduate or attend college (Fry, 2021; Lindstrom et al., 2022).




Many impoverished youth parents did not attend college.
  A recent Pew research report (PRC) conducted by Fry states, “Some 70% of adults ages 22 to 59 with at least one parent who has a bachelor’s degree or more education have completed a bachelor’s degree themselves. Only 26% of their peers who do not have a college-educated parent have a bachelor’s degree” (Fry, 2021, p. 5).
Not only do impoverished youth, many of whom are from single-family homes, fail to attend college, but too many of them also drop out of high school as well. As stated by Tyler and Lofstrom, “Because minority and low-income students are significantly more likely than well-to-do white students to drop out of school, the individual costs fall unevenly across groups. Societal costs include loss of tax revenue, higher spending on public assistance, and higher crime rates” (Tyler & Lofstrom, 2009, p. 77).  Graduating from college, followed by a lucrative career, could be a way to propel poor youth above the impoverished threshold. However, as is aforementioned, they have a steep hill to climb to dig themselves out of the cycle of poverty. Children who grow up in disadvantaged situations are susceptible to remaining in poverty. 
Why do people stay poor? Poverty traps are deep holes many people cannot find their way out of.
 There is an excellent argument to be made which suggests poverty begets poverty. “The depth and persistence of extreme poverty raises the prospect of poverty traps, which arise if poverty becomes self-reinforcing if the poor’s equilibrium behaviors perpetuate low standards of living. This can happen when income dynamics are nonlinear and generate multiple equilibria, with a low-level equilibrium corresponding to poverty” (Carter et al., 2019, p. 3).
Poverty becoming self-reinforcing can be attributed to many things, such as a person’s mindset to accept their condition, especially if it has been generational.
“Why do people stay poor? This is one of the most important questions within the social sciences because of its implications for human welfare” (Balboni, 2022, et al., introduction). However, various societal factors can contribute to people's being poor. As previously stated, some people are born poor and/or unable to navigate their way out; it is as if they are trapped in a perpetual generational poverty cycle.  “There are two broad views as to why people stay poor. One emphasizes fundamental differences, such as ability, talent, or motivation. The other is the poverty trap’s view, which emphasizes differences in opportunities that stem from access to wealth” (Balboni 2022 et al., abstract).
[bookmark: _Hlk166828167]According to Balboni’s research, many of the world’s poor are not unemployed but underemployed; Balboni states, “Most of the world’s poor are employed but have low earnings, so to understand why they stay poor, we must understand why they work low-earning jobs. One view is that the poor have the same opportunities as everyone else, so if they work in low-earning jobs, they must have traits that make them unsuitable for other occupations (Balboni 2022 et al., p. 2). 
The more you learn, the more you earn, for better or worse, is built into and remains consistently embedded within the fabric of our society; it is a societal norm.  
Although learning may lead to earning, not everyone gets the same opportunities, and one’s network certainly impacts one’s net worth.
“The alternative view is that the poor face different opportunities and hence do low-earning jobs because they are born poor. There is a wealth threshold below which people are stuck in a poverty trap, where their initial wealth rather than their abilities or traits keep them in poverty” (Balboni 2022 et al., p. 2).
The statement above highlighting the two points is excellent, and I will add another one that should be considered. One could argue that the welfare system, which was designed to help people manage their way through impoverished circumstances with the idea that they would someday rise above the poverty line, has been counterproductive because some people are okay living off of governmental subsidies.  Most people who depend on government subsidies do not attend college; many do not even graduate high school, further perpetuating the poverty cycle (Lowder et al., 2022).  Is it the individual’s fault they were born and raised in an impoverished environment, putting them at risk?  As Filges states, “ At‐risk youth are defined as a diverse group of young people in unstable life circumstances who are currently experiencing or at risk of developing one or more severe problems” (Filges et al., 2022, p.3).
If being at-risk is the societal norm of impoverished youth, how are they supposed to be re-tooled to rise above the at-risk stigma category when they have been indoctrinated into thinking it is normal? Moreover, what role did they play in becoming an at-risk youth in the first place?  More importantly, why have classifications of people, especially minorities, been excluded from many opportunities afforded to the majority? Perhaps there is time for a concerted effort to level the playing field.  As stated by Andrews, “A sustainable and inclusive economy that “leaves no one behind” is more important than ever” (Andrews et al. 2012, executive summary).
Role models can make a difference.
Since children are resilient, some may overcome being raised in disadvantaged circumstances to succeed. Still, too many will not acquire the necessary tools or be exposed to an adequate support system, resources, and someone to act as a mentor/role model displaying the behavior they can emulate to reach their full potential.  As stated by Kearny and Levine, “Role models can be a powerful force for social learning. They can affect the way people view themselves and the world around them, and ultimately affect their decisions about how to conduct their lives” (Kearney & Levin, 2020, p.85).   


Against the odds and popular belief, with the right motivation, as I lived and witnessed, underserved youth may be able to maneuver their way out of poverty without the influence of a role model. Why the poor stay poor is a great question that calls for a very complex answer, and why some youth born in impoverished circumstances see their way to a better way of life is a matter of debate. Children are the future, and their success will make society better.  We can build bridges that lead all kids, especially those who are underserved, to a better way of life, or we can build more prisons that will oppress/suppress them while having a negative financial (and otherwise) impact on society.

















Full-sentence outline:
Since youth are resilient, they do not need a positive role model to become successful. However, research has shown that a positive role model can make a difference in helping underprivileged youth reach their full potential. Although it is an uphill battle, a few others from my underserved neighborhood and I am/are living proof that impoverished youth with inadequate role models can reach their full potential.
I. Children born in poverty have more difficulty reaching their full potential. 
A. Many impoverished youths will not have the support system to help them escape poverty.
B. Many impoverished youths cannot acquire the tools to reach their full potential.
C. More impoverished youth drop out of high school than those who live above the poverty threshold.
II. Making a conscious decision to be resilient. 
A. Learning to cope in a bad environment is a choice.
B. Deciding to work and will your way to a better way of life is a choice.
C. Youth are resilient and can endure and overcome dire circumstances.

III. Although environments matter. 
A. Too many impoverished children do not have adequate adult role models. 
B. Many underprivileged youths have parents who were incarcerated and become incarcerated themselves.
C. Children are resilient and can and work their way out of impoverished circumstances. 

IV. For various reasons, breaking the poverty (trap) cycle is challenging.
A. Children who are born poor often stay poor.
B. Being part of the working poor and contributing to the underemployed population is more prominent among people who were subject to poverty.
C. Networking and building bridges to a better way of life is more difficult for those who do not have the same privileges as others who were not born below the poverty line.
V. Role models can make a difference.
A. Role models can model the behavior for youth to emulate.
B. Role models can help youth make good decisions.
C. Role models may be desired, but youth can become successful without one.

Against the odds and popular belief, with the right motivation, as I lived and witnessed, underserved youth may be able to maneuver their way out of poverty without the influence of a role model. Why the poor stay poor is a great question that calls for a very complex answer, and why some youth born in impoverished circumstances see their way to a better way of life is a matter of debate. Children are the future, and their success will make society better.  We can build bridges that lead all kids, especially those who are underserved, to a better way of life, or we can build more prisons that will oppress/suppress them while having a negative financial (and otherwise) impact on society.
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