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Assignment #1 – Core Essential Elements
1. Select One (1) Core Essential Element from the Syllabus Outline:
a. Create a 350-word original discussion paper (with cited sources) during the week
of the residency. Be prepared to discuss and engage with other students during
the live sessions. Post this document in DIAL.
b. Professor will check for quality of content and word-count requirements. Grade
assigned will be Credit or No Credit (CR/NC).







As defined in the Oxford and Collins dictionaries, Orthodoxy is an idea or view that is generally accepted. Although Oxford and Collins define orthodoxy as a generally accepted view. When I hear the word orthodox or orthodoxy, I associate it with religion, mainly traditional and often outdated methods and impractical practices.
As Petrovic eloquently states, “Religion is a complex construct that defines not only the historical and social identity of a nation but also the personal identity of an individual. The attitude towards religion can be conditioned by tradition, political ideology, true faith, education, etc.”  (Petrovic et al. 2044, p 1).
The profound role of religion in shaping personal and social identity is not just fascinating. It is a crucial aspect of our human experience that we should all be eager to explore further. Understanding how religion shapes our identity can provide valuable insights into our beliefs and actions, making this exploration both intriguing and necessary.
[bookmark: _Hlk179611642]Furthermore, for many people, religion drives their beliefs, and a person’s beliefs influence their actions; therefore, it is not a stretch to conclude that religion (orthodoxy) substantially impacts society and societal norms.  As an example, as stated by Whitehead and Perry in their publication titled Taking America Back for God, most Americans recognize Christianity's numerical dominance in the United States. (Whitehead & Perry, 2020, p.3).  Since Christianity is the dominant religion in the United States, the practices (orthopraxis), as interpreted by Christians, profoundly impact our country.   The challenge is that various denominations under the Christian banner often divide people instead of uniting them in love (Matthew 22:37-40). The Oxford and Collins dictionaries define Orthodoxy as a generally accepted idea or view. The orthodoxy and orthopraxis of the Christian religion are embedded in American culture, underscoring the significant impact of religion on society; hopefully, this will lead to a more perfect union in which all people are treated equally.

Quinton, you did an insightful reflection on orthodoxy and orthopraxis! I liked the personal response about your natural associations of the term ‘orthodoxy,’ “When I hear the word orthodox or orthodoxy, I associate it with religion, mainly traditional and often outdated methods and impractical practices.” I hope this class challenges the notions that Christian orthodoxy is outdated or impractical! Ha! I know what you meant. 
You also did  great job seeing contemporary relevance of orthodoxy and orthopraxis. Your finding Whitehead and Perry’s research about Christian nationalism is incredibly timely with an American election coming very soon. Christian nationalism is a debated notion and the controversies surrounding it put Christians in a self-reflective place about their dual citizenship in the kingdom of Christ and an earthly nation. I look forward to seeing how your research in this class develops your thinking!
Grade: A
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