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Contextualization for Social ChangeYour Name

Omega Graduate School

October 20, 2024

Professor

Dr. David Ward

1. Select One (1) Core Essential Element from the Syllabus Outline:

a. Weekend Residency: Create a 350-word original discussion paper (with cited

sources) during the week of the residency. Be prepared to discuss and engage

with other students during the live sessions. Post this document in DIAL.

b. Professor will check for quality of content and word-count requirements. Grade assigned will be Credit or No Credit (CR/NC).


As a BAM Practitioner who wants to equip others to positively impact social change for the Kingdom, this course is expected to build my foundation to think more biblically, merge christian beliefs with socio-cultural contexts, and adopt and/or develop new ways to live like Jesus.  The essential element chosen is Faith-reflection for Christian scholarship.

As I develop a BAM Training Program to teach biblical business principles and to provide an understanding that one’s career/job is their mission field.  As a Christian scholar and professional BAM Practitioner, I must have my own faith reflection.  It is also important that I help trainees with their own faith reflection.  

This will be done by incorporating a time for trainees to identify areas where they can integrate biblical principles into their job/career, as well as through the development of their own missional goals.  This area is sometimes known as Faith at work (i.e., internal discipleship) giving opportunity to pour into coworkers.  Examples include bible study or prayer support.

External discipleship involves companies or a group of employees coming together to implement a community project.  Employees identify an area or group to help and volunteer to implement a project (e.g., park clean up, booth at an outreach event, or a toy drive).  This is also an opportunity to meet local residents and pray for or share Christ with them.

There are many organizations that facilitate BAM Programs, but the proposed training is different because in addition to faith integration, I will use both a vocational and spiritual assessment to help each individual know how God wired them.  This is a key strategy to help the body of Christ work better together for the Kingdom.  If people understand how God made them they will be able to choose the opportunity that best matches their abilities allowing them to have a better experience resulting in more positive outcomes.  Being equipped in this manner will enable Christ followers to embrace themselves in a way that will embolden them with a greater confidence to integrate biblical principles into their daily life.

Dr. Johnson discusses “making your faith part of the company’s DNA”; and that without an “effective faith-integration strategy, you are merely another secular company promoting the common good” (2022, p144).
Carrie, what a great Essential Element discussion of Faith Reflection for Christian scholarship! But you got the Course title mixed up for this course in your Header, calling it Contextualization for Social Change! You got the PHI 943 course # right and did a good Essential Element assignment for Orthodoxy and Orthopraxis. You did a wonderful job articulating the the relevance to your BAM research interests to the Essential Element of faith reflection for Christian scholarship as well. I look forward to seeing how your thinking about BAM develops through the Orthodoxy and Orthopraxis course.
Keep up the great work! -- Prof. David Ward Grade: A
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