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Contextualization for Social ChangeYour Name

Omega Graduate School

October 20, 2024

Professor

Dr. David Ward

1. Select One (1) Core Essential Element from the Syllabus Outline:

a. 
Weekend Residency: Create a 350-word original discussion paper (with cited sources) during the week of the residency. Be prepared to discuss and engage with other students during the live sessions. Post this document in DIAL.

b. 
Professor will check for quality of content and word-count requirements. Grade assigned will be Credit or No Credit (CR/NC).

Contextualization for Constructive Social Change is the Essential Element chosen for this discussion paper because it directly relates to a component of my DSL project, Business As Mission (BAM).  


BAM began 25 years ago by Dr. Neal Johnson and a few Christian business leaders who saw the opportunity to use business as a means to alleviate poverty and share Christ with unreached people groups (UPG’s) around the world.  
Unlike traditional business where profit is the primary goal, BAM has two parts, known as a dual mandate.  First, the B in BAM stands for business and is important because a BAM business is built on biblical principles. Second, the M in BAM stands for mission. The mission of a BAM business is to share Christ with others (e.g., employees, clients, vendors, and the community).  The mission also leads to good works within the community for social change.  This is done in a variety of ways (e.g., digging a water well or building a school).
Original BAM work was done overseas as third world countries were beginning to develop. Today, BAM is a global movement working in many closed parts of the world.  Today, however there is a significant need for BAM in America.  It is time for more Christians to become entrepreneurs or investors in Christian businesses.  The Christian community needs to learn about and support BAM.


Dr. Johnson second BAM book (2022), tells readers about the need for contextualization; and that the “guidance given must be modified - contextualized - to that alien culture and context” (p3).  While overseas contextualization involves learning language and culture, contextualization in America is about teaching Christians “how” to do BAM.


My proposed DSL Project is a training program that will equip Christian businesses owners to see their businesses as a mission field and to actively pursue social change in their community.  We will teach them to apply business principles and develop a Mission plan. 
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