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Assignment #2 – Developmental Readings
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September 11, 2024

The reading resources in the Course resources, Schmidt, Hegeman, etc. are valuable sources for developmental readings. Please feel free to use provided sources in this and other courses. Finding your own is great, of course, but any provided reading resources can be a huge help! DW


Source One: Hadi, F. S., Sani, H., & Allaham, N. R. (2021). The History of Worldview in Secular, Christian, and Islamic Intellectual Discourse. Tasfiyah: Jurnal Pemikiran Islam, 5(1), 49-74.	Comment by David Ward: Article titles are to be in sentence case. Journal Titles are to be in Title Case and italicized
Hadi, F. S., Sani, H., & Allaham, N. R. (2021). The history of worldview in secular, Christian, and Islamic intellectual discourse. Tasfiyah: Jurnal Pemikiran Islam, 5(1), 49-74.

Comment 1: Quote/Paraphrase: “The History of Worldview in Secular, Christian, and Islamic Intellectual Discourse” (Hadi et al., 2021, p. 1).
Essential Element: This article contrasts secular, Christian, and Islamic worldviews by examining how their ideas shape reality.	Comment by David Ward: The Essential Element component of a Developmental Readings Comment is where you need to identify which Course Essential Element from the Syllabus your selected reading is related to, so for PHI 815 here are the Course Essential Elements 
Social Reforms 
Religion & Society Integration Models 
Christianity’s Influence on Society 
Historical Methodologies 
This connection to essential elements of each course is what enables students to pick their own readings, while being guided by the distinctive focus of each course. For each Essential Element part of a Developmental Reading Comment, state explicitly which of the Essential Elements your selected reading relates to and say something about how the quote or paraphrase you chose relates to the essential element's big idea from the course. As you move through Analysis to Contextualization, you deepen your understanding, relate it to your faith (if relevant) and look for applications for how the new ideas can be used in your profession, your research, and your life.
There are method-oriented courses and there are content-oriented courses and some have both, so PHI 815 is teaching content of the dozen or so areas where Christianity has changed the world over and over again across the centuries. But PHI 815 is also teaching the methodology of historical perspective- what difference does it make to understand the historical context of ideas and events: what led up to them? What did the ideas or events cause later in the history of an issue? 

Additive/Variant Analysis: This study shows that diverse traditions affect knowledge, ethics, and existence perspectives. 	Comment by David Ward: Feel free to discuss a little more in the Analysis portions. How do these diverse traditions affect knowledge? How do the differing worldviews affect ethics? Do some starting assumptions lead to different outcomes that are open to critique?
Contextualization: This article contextualizes various ideas to show how numerous theoretical traditions contribute to the subject of worldview construction.	Comment by David Ward: Feel free in the Contextualization portions to explain how you might apply insights from the author to your profession, your life, your church, or family, or community. Or even how you might apply ideas to your understanding of a subject of interest. Show how you are building your own expertise.
Comment 2: Quote/Paraphrase: “The research explores how secular and religious worldviews intersect and diverge in shaping philosophical and ethical thought” (Hadi et al., 2021, p. 15).
Essential Element: Moral and philosophical differences between religious and secular viewpoints are examined in the research.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This study suggests that religious and secular theoretical frameworks may interact or clash intellectually.	Comment by David Ward: Why do you think that happens?
Contextualization: We must understand these intersections to understand how diverse worldviews affect modern philosophical conversations and ethical decision-making.	Comment by David Ward: Excellent point!
Source Two: Peterson, B. (2024). Christianity. In Research Handbook on the History of Political Thought (pp. 110-120). Edward Elgar Publishing.	Comment by David Ward: Peterson, B. (2024). Christianity. In Nederman, C. J., & Bogiaris, G. (Eds.).  Research handbook on the history of political thought (pp. 110-120). Edward Elgar Publishing. 

Comment 3: Quote/Paraphrase: “Christianity” (Peterson, 2024, p. 110).
Essential Element: This chapter summarizes how Christian thought has affected political philosophy.	Comment by David Ward: Do they give any examples worth remembering? What about Augustines classic work, The City of God? That one book created the whole discipline of historiography, or the philosophy of history!
Additive/Variant Analysis: Peterson examines the historical impact of Christian institutions and teachings on political ideologies and governments.
Contextualization: Christianity shaped Western political structures and ideas, as the chapter shows.
Comment 4: Quote/Paraphrase: “The chapter details Christianity’s role in molding political ideologies and institutions, demonstrating its impact on governance” (Peterson, 2024, p. 115).
Essential Element: This quote underlines Christianity's effect on politics and institutions.
Additive/Variant Analysis: Christian institutions and teachings have affected political systems and leadership throughout history, says Peterson.
Contextualization: This idea is crucial to understanding how religion affects modern political systems and the history of religion and politics.
Source Three: Suarsana, Y. (2021). Religionizing Christianity: Towards a Poststructuralist Notion of Global Religious History. Method & Theory in the Study of Religion, 33(3-4), 259-288.	Comment by David Ward: Suarsana, Y. (2021). Religionizing Christianity: Towards a poststructuralist notion of global religious history. Method & Theory in the Study of Religion, 33(3-4), 259-288.
Comment 5: Quote/Paraphrase: “Religionizing Christianity: Towards a Poststructuralist Notion of Global Religious History” (Suarsana, 2021, p. 259).
Essential Element: To better comprehend Christianity in the context of religions throughout the world, the essay suggests a poststructuralist lens.
Additive/Variant Analysis: Suarsana challenged established narratives by proposing a sophisticated, poststructuralist framework for Christianity's position in world religious history.	Comment by David Ward: Here is a term that needs defining. A quick Google search provided this definition of a poststructuralist framework . 
"Religionizing Christianity: Towards a poststructuralist notion of global religious history" is an article written by Yan Suarsana, published in the journal "Method & Theory in the Study of Religion" in 2021, where he argues for a new way of understanding global religious history by analyzing Christianity through a poststructuralist lens, essentially suggesting that Christianity should be studied not as a singular, essentialized entity but as a dynamic concept shaped by various cultural and historical contexts, challenging the idea of a fixed, "true" Christianity. https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=Suarsana%2C+Y.+%282021%29.+Religionizing+Christianity%3A+Towards+a+poststructuralist+notion+of+global+religious+history.+Method+%26+Theory+in+the+Study+of+Religion%2C+33%283-4%29%2C+259-288. 

A central claim of Christianity’s founding documents, the New Testament, is that they are a revelation from God of the ultimate truth. Suarsana challenged established narratives with poststructuralism, does that undermine the Bible’s truth claims? Is that open to debate? Is a poststructuralist framework another term for relativism?
Don’t be afraid to engage in critical analysis.
Contextualization: This perspective challenges historical interpretations by placing Christianity in a global context.
Comment 6: Quote/Paraphrase: “The study argues that applying a poststructuralist lens reveals new dimensions of Christianity’s influence on global religious dynamics” (Suarsana, 2021, p. 270).
Essential Element: Poststructuralist examination of the global impact of Christianity sheds light on previously unseen aspects.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This viewpoint presents a new way of looking at the historical and religious contributions of Christianity over the world.
Contextualization: This research deepens our understanding of the intricate impact of Christianity on religious history throughout the world by utilizing poststructuralism.	Comment by David Ward: You have intrigued me to want to read this article for myself! Good job.
Source Four: Luetz, J. M., & Leo, R. G. (2021). Christianity, Creation, and the Climate Crisis: Ecotheological Paradigms and Perspectives. Beyond Belief: Opportunities for Faith-Engaged Approaches to Climate-Change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands, 345-375.	Comment by David Ward: Luetz, J. M., & Leo, R. G. (2021). Christianity, creation, and the climate crisis: Ecotheological paradigms and perspectives. In Luetz, J. M., & Nunn, P. D. (Eds.). Beyond belief: Opportunities for faith-engaged approaches to climate-change adaptation in the Pacific islands (pp. 345-375). Springer.
Comment 7: Quote/Paraphrase: “Christianity, Creation, and the Climate Crisis: Ecotheological Paradigms and Perspectives” (Luetz & Leo, 2021, p. 345).	Comment by David Ward: What is the quote or paraphrase. You have just listed the chapter title out of the book. 

Essential Element: The chapter examines ecotheological views on Christianity's climate response.
Additive/Variant Analysis: Luetz and Leo investigate the Christian ecological tradition's climate change position in search of biblically grounded environmental solutions.	Comment by David Ward: It would help to define what the authors mean by ecotheology. 
Ecotheology is a constructive theology that explores the relationship between religion and nature, especially in the context of environmental concerns. It's an interdisciplinary field that uses theological methods to study ecological phenomena. Ecotheology aims to reformulate Christian doctrines in line with environmentalist principles.
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=ecotheology+defined 
What worldview underlies contemporary environmentalism? Can it be answered by a theology of nature that doesn’t reformulate Christian doctrine, but leads to the need for a call to stewardship of the environment?
See The Reenchantment of Nature- The Denial of Religion & the Ecological Crisis (2002) Alister McGrath
Contextualization: This analysis shows how Christian and other religious viewpoints might help with adaptation and climate change solutions. 
Comment 8: Quote/Paraphrase: “The chapter emphasizes the need for integrating ecotheological paradigms to address climate change effectively” (Luetz & Leo, 2021, p. 355).
Essential Element: The emphasis is on integrating ecotheological views to tackle climate change.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This chapter emphasizes the importance of faith-based ecological strategies to show how religious frameworks might affect environmental challenges.
Contextualization: This interaction between religion and nature shows how religious frameworks may illuminate and improve climate change adaption.
Source Five: Löwith, K. (2022). History and Christianity. In Sämtliche Schriften: Band 3: Wissen, Glaube und Skepsis (pp. 187-195). Berlin, Heidelberg: Springer Berlin Heidelberg.
Comment 9: Quote/Paraphrase: “History and Christianity” (Löwith, 2022, p. 187).	Comment by David Ward: Listing the title of the source is not quite a quote or a parphrase. 
Essential Element: Löwith studies Christianity and historical ideas.
Additive/Variant Analysis: The examination shows how Christian ideology has shaped historical methods and perceptions.
Contextualization: Investigating this link may help explain how Christianity has shaped historical narratives and scholarly methodologies.
Comment 10: Quote/Paraphrase: “Löwith discusses the impact of Christian thought on historical writing and the evolution of historiographical methods” (Löwith, 2022, p. 190).	Comment by David Ward: Yes! This is great!
Essential Element: Christians' influence on historiography and historical techniques is examined.
Additive/Variant Analysis: Löwith’s discussion highlights Christianity’s influence on how history is written and understood.
Contextualization: Understanding the historical and present implications of religious thought on history requires this perspective.
Source Six: Erdvig, R. C. (2020). A Model for Biblical Worldview Development in Evangelical Christian Emerging Adults. Journal of Research on Christian Education, 29(3), 285-306.	Comment by David Ward: Erdvig, R. C. (2020). A model for biblical worldview development in evangelical Christian emerging adults. Journal of Research on Christian Education, 29(3), 285-306. 

Comment 11: Quote/Paraphrase: “A Model for Biblical Worldview Development in Evangelical Christian Emerging Adults” (Erdvig, 2020, p. 285).
Essential Element: This article provides a framework for young evangelical Christians to build a biblical worldview.
Additive/Variant Analysis: Erdvig proposes that early life and schooling might shape young people's biblical worldview.
Contextualization: This method is crucial to studying evangelical Christian teenagers' worldview formation and maintenance.
Comment 12: Quote/Paraphrase: “The model outlines practical strategies for integrating biblical principles into the worldview development process for emerging adults” (Erdvig, 2020, p. 295).
Essential Element: Practical strategies for integrating biblical principles into worldview development are outlined.
Additive/Variant Analysis: Erdvig provides educators and mentors with practical ideas for creating biblical worldviews among young adults through his focus on implementation.
Contextualization: Pastors and professors at religious institutions benefit from this method because it emphasizes evangelical worldview formation in practice. 
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