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Developmental Readings 
Review Assignment #3, the course essential elements, assigned readings, and recommended readings to identify selections of books and scholarly articles to identify and select developmental reading sources and entries. 
· Refer to the “Student Guide to Developmental Readings” for updated information on sample comments, rubrics, and key definitions related to developmental readings.  




Source One: Booth, Wayne C., Colomb, Gregory G., Williams, Joseph M., Bizup, Joseph, Fitzgerald, William T. (20126). The craft of research, Fourth edition, The University of Chicago Press.
Comment 1:  
Quote/Paraphrase:  We write not just to share our work but to improve it before we share it with others.  Experienced researchers first write to remember what they’ve read.  Second, researchers write to see larger patterns in what you read.  Third, researchers write to get information out of their heads and onto paper so they can tell what they think (p. 32-33).	Comment by Jim Strecker: So True! I have written pages simply because someone used an odd word in a concluding thought. Those pages may never see the light of day. I wrote just to process my thinking. 
Essential Element:  This comment is associated with interpretive methods in social research and scholarly writing techniques.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This is additive to the concept of interpretive methods in social research and scholarly writing techniques.  The researcher uses social research to interpret what is read and then write to improve their ideas before sharing them with others.  Writing helps the researcher to remember what they studied, to see the larger pattern in their research, and finally to get the ideas from their minds onto paper so others can understand the research.
Contextualization:  This course is helping me understand the importance of putting our research into writing to make it available for others to understand.  My research is only useful when I can share it with others.  I am trying to incorporate the three reasons for scholarly writing: to remember what was researched, to always look for the larger patterns or the big picture, and to get the information into a format that others can understand.	Comment by Jim Strecker: I was challenged this past week as I learned that Count Zinzendorf, of the Moravian movement, surrendered his life to Christ while contemplating a painting. As we share our writing with others, the impact of expressing our thoughts will outlive us. 
Comment 2: 
Quote/Paraphrase: In writing for others, the researcher disentangles ideas from their memories and wishes so the reader can expand, combine, and understand more fully what is written (p. 36).
Essential Element:  This comment is associated with interpretive methods in social research and scholarly writing techniques.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This is additive to scholarly writing techniques. By writing, the researcher separates their ideas from memories and wishes, allowing the reader to understand the information more deeply.
Contextualization: This has helped me understand that once something is written, it helps the researcher and reader have a deeper understanding of the information presented. Many times, in communication, I wish or hope that the listener understands exactly what I am communicating. However, that is often not the case because of different backgrounds or cultural differences between me and the hearer. This is especially true when I teach in Africa or the Middle East.  When the information is written down, both the reader and I can know exactly what is being said, and this enables a deeper conversation.	Comment by Jim Strecker: Writing, like verbal communication, requires a deeper conversation with the purpose of shared meaning. Yes, writing allows the reader more time to think and process, but the problem of misinterpretation still exists. Consider how many Bible translation are currently loaded into the LOGOS app.
Source Two: Duvall, J. Scott, Hays, J. Daniel. Grasping God’s word: A hands-on approach to reading.  Interpreting and applying the Bible, Third edition. Zondervan.
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Comment 3:  
Quote/Paraphrase: God, the ultimate source, spoke through the human writers of Scripture, the immediate source, to address the real-life needs of people at a particular time for a specific culture (p 138).
Essential Element:  This comment is associated with faith-integrated hermeneutics: reading for worldviews.  
Additive/Variant Analysis: This is additive to faith-integrated hermeneutics: reading for worldviews. To have a Biblical worldview, one must understand that God is the ultimate source of truth. God used human writers to speak His truth to humanity at a particular time for a specific culture. Hermeneutics helps humanity understand what God is saying to them today. 
Contextualization: As a missionary in Africa for more than 40 years, I have always depended on hermeneutics to help contextualize the word of God in my cultural situation. This has helped me understand the need to stress that God is the ultimate source of truth, and I am simply a tool He uses.
Comment 4:
Quote/Paraphrase: When applied to biblical interpretation, the expression literary genre refers to the different categories or types of literature found in the Bible.  In the Old Testament you will encounter narrative, law, poetry, prophecy, and wisdom.  The New Testament forms include gospel, history, letters, and apocalyptic literature (p 186).
Essential Element: This comment is associated with faith-integrated hermeneutics: reading for worldviews.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This is additive to faith-integrated hermeneutics: reading for worldviews. The ability to identify the literary genre of a passage of scripture helps with interpreting its meaning. For example, a phrase in poetry may not have the same meaning if used in a narrative.
Contextualization:  As a Bible college professor, I constantly point out the literary genre to my students.  Most students in Africa have never been taught the Bible, which is one book with many different types of literature within its pages.  Once the students are shown the various writing styles, they begin to understand the Bible better.	Comment by Jim Strecker: Have you read any of Dr. Michael Hiser’s work? He challenges a reading of the Old Testament with a relevant supernatural worldview. His Book, The Unseen Realm, is based on a hermeneutical challenge. 
Source Three:  Haack, Denis. (2009).  A practical method of bible study for ordinary Christians. Ransom Fellowship Publications.
Comment 5:
Quote/Paraphrase: Observation skills involve examining the text carefully and patiently to see what it says.  Our analysis and response to the text will be in error if we fail to determine what it says.  This isn’t true only for scripture study but for all human learning (p 26).
Essential Element: This comment is associated with reading techniques for scholarly subject research.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This is additive to reading techniques for scholarly subject research. Observation skills are essential for analyzing the text, which is valid for all texts studied.
Contextualization: Reading this article, I was convinced that I need to work on my observation skills. Many times, I do not read to observe what the author is saying; I am looking for a text that proves what I want to say. Through careful observation, we are able to understand the text, thus giving us a better grasp of what the author is communicating.  My lack of observation while reading a text has caused my students also to lack the skill of observation.	Comment by Jim Strecker: Great insight!
Comment 6: 
Quote/Paraphrase: Correlation is a principle or skill of proper biblical analysis, not an excuse for those who do not know the scriptures to refrain from studying the Bible.  As you read and study the scriptures, you will grow in your ability to correlate scripture, understanding each part in light of the whole of God’s Word (p 50).
Essential Element: This comment is associated with reading techniques for scholarly subject research.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This is additive to reading techniques for scholarly subject research.  Correlation is a standard tool for describing superficial relationships without stating cause and effect.  This skill helps the researcher to see the big picture of what is being related.  This is especially important for scripture but is also needed to understand all literature.
Contextualization: The correlation of scripture is one of the most significant deterrents to false doctrine. I have learned that many believers do have this skill, and they tend to build doctrine on one random verse that is not in line with the overall teaching of scripture.  By teaching them the skill of correlation, students can have a balanced view of scripture, which helps them discern if what they are hearing or reading aligns with biblical truth.	Comment by Jim Strecker: You are singing my favorite song!	Comment by Jim Strecker: One of my strengths is strategy, when applied to biblical learning, I am drawn to connect the dots between passages, which was the method of theological training in Jesus’ day. The Rabbi would connect two dots that were far apart and the students would try to puzzle out the path between. So when Paul chastises the Corinthians of requiring spiritual milk, he was saying that they could not connect the dots. They still needed someone to teach them as children.


Source Four:  Sire, James W. (1978). How to read slowly: Reading for comprehension. Waterbrook Press.
Comment 7:
Quote/Paraphrase: Reading speed is irrelevant.  We need to read and read.  Good readers re-read many things many times.
Essential Element: This comment is associated with reading techniques for scholarly subject research.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This is additive to reading techniques for scholarly subject research.  Good reading does not mean the researchers are not speed readers but that they read and re-read until they understand the text.
Contextualization:  In the past, I tried to read as fast as possible to cover as much information as possible.  This has helped me to slow down to re-read until I understand the text.  In completing this assignment, I slowed down and re-read each of the quotes/paraphrases several times until I had a firm grasp of the text.  Once I had a firm grasp of the text, I began the assignment for that quote.	Comment by Jim Strecker: I used to speed read, then I took one of Ravi’s books on vacation. I have never trusted myself to read that fast since.
Comment 8:
Quote/Paraphrase: One of the first steps in understanding the text is to clarify the vocabulary.  Therefore, our first step as readers is to consult a good dictionary to discern the meaning of the terms we do not know.
Essential Element: This comment is associated with reading techniques for scholarly subject research.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This is additive to reading techniques for scholarly subject research. It helps the reader fully understand the text and a good dictionary is invaluable for this.  
Contextualization: Over the years, I have found that using a dictionary helps me better understand the text. When I do not know a word and ignore it, I have a limited understanding of the text, and therefore, I cannot fully expound that text to my students.
Source Five: Zimmermann, Jens. (2015). Hermeneutics: A very short understanding. Oxford University Press.
Comment 9:  
Quote/Paraphrase: The goal of interpretation is to make sense of a text or situation and understand its meaning.  This seems to imply that
interpretation only becomes necessary when we need help understanding
something. Indeed, the need for interpretation appears more evident in some cases than others (p 23).
Essential Element: This comment is associated with interpretive methods in social research.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This is additive to interpretive methods in social research.  Interpretive methods are meant to help the researcher understand the text's meaning.
Contextualization:  It has been my experience that when I know the subject, I do not think I need to interpret the text.  While meditating on a text, a greater understanding was discovered even when I thought I knew the subject.  If we read, re-read, and meditate on a text we will have a greater understanding of the text.
Comment 10:
Quote/Paraphrase: Hermeneutics, as a philosophical field of study, is a wide disciplinary tent that accommodates many philosophers, theologians, and literary and legal theorists from the past and the present who have written about interpretation.  We can grasp their shared interests when we define hermeneutic thinkers as those more specific about the universal conditions for human understanding in three areas: the nature of consciousness, the nature of truth, and the importance of language.  Hermeneutic philosophers believe that in these vital areas of our experience, critical developments in modern thought and culture have brought about a distorted view of who we are and how we arrive at knowledge (p 34).
Essential Element: This comment is associated with interpretive methods in social research.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This is additive to interpretive methods in social research.  Hermeneutics helps the researcher to understand the nature of consciousness, the nature of truth, and the importance of language.
Contextualization: Before taking this course, I thought hermeneutics was only the study of interpreting scripture. From the lecture and reading this article, I came to understand that hermeneutics applies to everything we read, not just scripture.  In the future, I will apply hermeneutical principles and skills to everything I read during research.
Source Six: Malan, G. (2020). An existential phenomenological understanding of early church diversity. HTS Teologiese Studies / Theological Studies.
Comment 11: 
Quote/Paraphrase: Hermeneutics originates in the breaches of inter-subjectivity.  It is applied in every situation where meaning is not immediately discerned but requires interpretive effort.  It is the most fundamental act of human thought, to the extent that existing is a constant process of interpretation (p 10).
Essential Element: This comment is associated with interpretive methods in social research.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This is additive to interpretive methods in social research.  Inter-subjectivity in social research is the shared understanding and connection between people in a social context, where meaning is created through communication and interaction.
Contextualization: Reading this article brought a greater understanding of how hermeneutics is applied in different fields.  It has helped me to discover that according to the academic field of the writer there are different meanings in the words used and the interpretation of the text.  I am no longer interpreting the things I read only from my theological background but try to understand what the writer is saying from the perspective of their field of study.


Source Seven: Rodrigues, A. M. (2024). Theology and the hermeneutics of testimony: Progress in theological interpretation? Progress in theology: Does the queen of the sciences advance? https://doi.org/10.4324/9781032646732-9	Comment by Jim Strecker: You missed including this source in your works cited. This is easy to do, especially when you have two from the same author. 
Comment 12:
Quote/Paraphrase: Irenaeus held that the interpretation of Scripture must occur within “an organic system or framework which constitutes the shape and the meaning of God’s revelation. Without the system, God’s revelation is not intelligible. Placed within another system, that revelation is distorted and perverted.” Irenaeus referred to this correct hermeneutical framework as “the truth,” “the canon (or rule) of truth.” (p 20).
Essential Element: This comment is associated with faith-integrated hermeneutics: reading for worldviews.
Additive/Variant Analysis: This is additive to faith-integrated hermeneutics: reading for worldviews.  Scripture must be interpreted from a Biblical worldview; otherwise, it is unintelligible.  Anyone who tries to interpret the scripture from a humanistic worldview will distort and pervert the meaning.
Contextualization: I first heard about hermeneutics in a Sunday school class shortly after becoming a believer. The teacher said that the best interpreter of scripture was other scripture.  Over the years, I have relied upon scripture interpreting scripture, which comes from understanding how each part of the Bible relates to the whole.	Comment by Jim Strecker: Yes, but we bring our histories and biases to every scripture we read. 
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