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Assignment #4 – Course Learning Journal
The journal is a written reflection of your learning journey while developing your literature review. This is also an opportunity to communicate with your professor your progress on the research project literature review as a result of the course. Project how the research from this course will support your Action Research Project Proposal. The course learning journal should be 3-5 pages in length and should include the following sections:
1. Introduction –Summarize the intent of the course, how it fits into the graduate
program as a whole, and the relevance of its position in the curricular sequence.
2. Personal Growth - Describe your personal growth–how the course stretched or
challenged you– and your progress in mastery of course content and skills during the
week and through subsequent readings – what new insights or skills you gained.
3. Reflective Entry - Add a reflective entry that describes the contextualization (or
adaptation and relevant application) of new learning in your professional field. What
questions or concerns have surfaced about your professional field as a result of your
study?
4. Conclusion – Evaluate the effectiveness of the course in meeting your professional,
religious, and educational goals.
1. Introduction – It was a privilege to attend the week of research study at the Library of Congress, June 23-30. The highlight of the trip was meeting face-to-face with colleagues who are studying at OGS and are working toward another goal that the Lord Jesus has put before us all. This study is certainly staged at a pertinent time toward the DSL doctoral degree ahead for me.
	             I am amazed at how our administrators listen to Jesus and His timing in their instructions for all of the courses. Although I have not completed all Core study at this time, I have learned to depend on our professors toward the way ahead.
             Developmental readings instruction certainly has been a crucial part of this OGS journey and continued to be as we researched key words and phrases, perused articles and books to enhance our topics, and had the wonderful opportunity to chat and learn from LOC librarians each day. And thanks to Dr. Ward, our instructor who was available all day to discuss and ask thinking questions to help us on this journey.
 
2. Personal Growth – It seems that everything we do at OGS has God’s purpose in our careers. I was certainly challenged and excited to learn more touch books at LOC. The opportunity to visit the Law library was astounding to me. Again, asking questions of the librarians there was a good challenge for me. It is wonderful to know that as researchers, they know we have purpose and they indeed want to help us on our way with great respect. 
3. Reflective Entry – Having the opportunity and knowing that while there, I could receive exceptional help in my research topic. I could not believe all the book sources to gather information for my topic, but I was astounded at all the many databases and e-resoures that were available! Then, as we got together as a study group at lunch and dinner, our conversations were that of encouragement, affirmation, and helps. 
             It was a pleasant reminder of WHO we serve and all HE has planned for us in this journey. I have already been able to share much of what I researched in my topic. And immediately, as I returned from the trip, I went to school to prepare for the new school year, which just started last Wednesday, as the students returned. 
             On a personal note, we have a new special education teacher for the first time. As she and I perused the new students’ applications, parent testimonies, tests scores and reviewed student ISP’s, we prayed for each one. This year we have the honor of working with a few Autistic children and those with ISP Behavior challenges. The research I did gave me more understanding of this undertaking for our school. I am thrilled to love on these students and learn much strategy to help them as I tell them of Jesus’ love and His great identity in and through them.
            Also, having listened and discussed with Sandra Anderson about the Educator’s Life Group she has at her school, I believe we will be starting one here at our school. If educators spend more hours with each other during the week, than others, how can we live life together without understand we need each other. As this group gets started, Sandra and I are hoping we will be able to get our groups together for monthly Zoom calls.
4. Conclusion – Being able to attend LOC this spring, has been the highlight of my school year. I praise the Lord for OGS, for being able to be a life-long learner with others of like minds. I continue to press on to continue the work He has for me through my vocation and will be a world changer as I continue as an OGS scholar practioner social researcher.


























