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Assignment #1 – Core Essential Elements
1. Select One (1) Core Essential Element from the Syllabus Outline:
a. Create a 350-word original discussion paper (with cited sources) during the first
week of the term. Post this document in DIAL.
b. Professor will check for quality of content and word-count requirements. Grade
assigned will be Credit or No Credit (CR/NC).


















Faith Learning Integration 
Paul, Timothy's teacher and mentor, highlighted the necessity of endurance in believers' faith journeys (1 Timothy 6:12). Encouraging the integration of faith-based learning guided by scripture has an impact on all aspects of learning (Eccl 7:12). Adopting a Biblical worldview involves following the Bible's teachings. Thus, God calls believers to incorporate faith into all aspects of their lives (1 Cor 10:21). To address social issues one must begin with understanding their spiritual roots, and seek God's guidance in finding solutions while they engage with secular scholarship.	Comment by David Ward: You build a nice foundation for your discussion of faith learning integration by grounding it in God’s revelation of truth through Scripture.
 From a Christian perspective, the existence of social problems derives from the fall of man, leading to a spiritual separation from God (Gen 3). Engaging with these issues, driven by a sense of calling, compels one to rely on God. As Hillman (2017) states, “You become known, just like Joseph became known, by the adversity you have gone through (Hillman, p. 250. 2017).	Comment by David Ward: You demonstrate Christian  worldview analysis by tracing the origins of social problems to the Fall, showing the Fall is not just vertical between man and God. It is horizontal causing social problems. This sets the state for Christian sociological analysis. Well done.
Faith-Based Learning Integration equips students with the ability to think critically and responsibly. It prompts them to engage with epistemological ideals, emphasizing problem-solving over conflict, acknowledging the role of faith, and recognizing knowledge as objective rather than absolute (Ward, 2014). Stenmark (2022) proposes that a worldview comprises ontology, which defines existence and its properties. While epistemology determines knowledge and beliefs about these elements and their interactions.	Comment by David Ward: This is a nice interaction with my 2014 article, showing how faith integration facilitates better critical thinking. You show sophistication by connecting faith integration to the classical domains of philosophy: ontology, epistemology, and axiology (ethics) through responsibility.
As one delves into literature for insights, it is crucial to discern the authors' biases and differentiate between truth and cultural influences. In the realm of mental health advocacy, secular views may propagate a sense of hopelessness, while the Christian perspective embodies hope as depicted in (Jeremiah 29:11). Instilling this sense of purpose in young people is vital, emphasizing that their calling comes from God, countering the deceptive notion that humans can rely solely on themselves. Akopian & Timashova (2023) articulate that humanism recognizes a person's potential beyond what the individual could outwardly display.	Comment by David Ward: You insightfully apply faith integration to interdisciplinary research by highlighting the role of discernment in detecting the bias of authors when doing developmental readings. If the quote/paraphrase is where you demonstrate hermeneutics in interpreting what an author is asserting, in the additive/variant analysis faith integration is enables the critical thinking discernment to evaluate the truth of the assertions.	Comment by David Ward: You move nicely to the third dimension of developmental reading through the contextualization of applying your learning process to address real world problems in your area of interest, mental health advocacy. By discerning the significance of hope in mental health you point to the contribution a Christian perspective can make for young people struggling with hopelessness from the reductionist limits of a secular worldview.
Christian teaching strives to redeem fallen virtues, aligning with a mission of redemptive effort (Smith, 2018). For instance, competing worldviews such as Posthumanism suggest that different kinds of life could co-exist. It distorts the lines between humans and posthumans (AI human-created) and encourages philosophical exploration through science fiction (Sapenko, 2021). Faith Learning Integration in research catalyzes students to align their beliefs and actions with a Christian worldview. This process involves critically engaging with diverse worldviews, discerning biases, and upholding God's truth in the pursuit of knowledge. Ward's (2014) Five Tests of Truth examines the context of the author's research and offers a way to test claims of knowledge in a Socratic way. Regardless of the field of study, students must adhere to specific criteria: Consistency, Conscience, Capability, Coherency, Correspondence, and Capability. 	Comment by David Ward: Your insightful illustration reminded me of C.S. Lewis’ prophetically foresighted Space Trilogy which was theological science fiction that critiqued posthumanism more than half a century before its emergence!	Comment by David Ward: The power of a biblical view of truth shows that it is more comprehensive than the limited scope of truth provided by finite disciplines: logical consistency (philosophy), moral adequacy (ethics), coherence (historical and literary narrative), correspondence (empirical or scientific evidence), and capability (practical efficacy in all applied disciplines).
Faith Learning Integration involves worthy research that benefits all humanity (Ward, 2014). In addressing social research, all stages of interdisciplinary faith integration learning must be included to influence a change in the world.
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