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The Importance of Information Literacy in the Digital Age
Introduction
The fact that it is the Digital Age in general wherein a specific individual must be trained to assess information, not all of it being relevant and significant for the analysis, media literacy, and information structuring gain in significance. When people speak about education, culture, and progress, the notion of being informationally literate, that is, regarding the capacity to identify, evaluate, and efficiently make use of outside information, is considered. The purpose of this article is to determine the importance of Information literacy within the framework of the Digital Age. This is the fact that as their use increases the number of digits that are also readily available to them motivates us to consider this IP. There is no one thus sharp outline of the skills demanded in digital literacy, but that complicated ocean must meet a whole array of skills and abilities that pass through the basic reading and writing and expands it to incorporate the individual in such a manner that it encompasses the social level of information literacy.
Preview of Three Points
Three main features of information literacy will be revealed in the process of clarifying its significance. Initially, the paper will focus on the importance of information literacy in nurturing critical thinking skills that can allow a person to navigate the digital arena and identify frames of source of information as reliable in light of credible sources that are distinguishable in the panorama of misinformation. Secondly, it will analyze the role of information literacy in human growth, noting that it develops learners into self-sufficient and knowledgeable scholars. Last, of all, the essay will look at the social impact of information literacy that includes its contribution to supporting civic participation and responsible citizenship.

Search Terms
Terms associated with the topic of this paper could only be generalized as extensive rather than covering some essential aspects of the information literacy in a digital era. The general idea of this collection of papers can be framed in the context of “information literacy in the digital era” implying that the knowledge needed in the present-day world should be culture-specific. The sea of “Digital literacy and critical thinking” emphasizes the critical thinking aspect, which is the combination of technological sophistication and acuity in critical thinking, in essence, how to think critically within a digital space.
This process of knowing the online sources of information implies the recognition of the trouble of the information provided via the web because accordingly, you need a quality tool to evaluate reliability for all of them. With the phrase “Role of information literacy in education`, we can discuss the influence that information literacy imposes on the field of education, in addition, what has been achieved currently is the learner’s ability to act as a researcher on their own.
The term “Media literacy and information credibility” represents two major components in terms of understanding in the digital world; Media literacy and credibility of information, a conducive feature for navigating the vast ocean of information. This area called “Society and communication literacy” clearly describes the effect of information literacy in society and regarding society as the producer of a literate To sum it up, “Digital information literacy skills” hits the autotelic when describing the digital-dimension, the information literacy, and the skills that should be developed and applied, which is indicative of the high amount of meaning this term contains. This set of search terms together serves to establish the basis for analysis of this convoluted and significant topic of information literacy in a digital environment. 
Critical Thinking and Information Literacy
The first of the six major points revolves around the necessity of information literacy to perpetuate the development of essential critical thinking skills…. However, free information about anything is too convenient but is fraught with discerning authenticity from deliberate misinformation in the modern Digital Age. Such people with such attributes can effectively apply their skills to assess the validity and relevance of the numerous available data online. This capacity not only strengthens their decision-making aids but also makes them immune to the dangers of information misinformation that lurks around the internet.
Education Empowered by Information Literacy
As to the second argument, we’ll talk about how information literacy as a concept presents a new paradigm of learning and teaching. Since the acts of instruction harness technology more and more into the physical, learning atmosphere, this also entails that learners need to achieve the capacity to manage and associate meaning with the actual wealth of digital facts. It also works as a skill that helps the learner to make autonomous interpretations of data that one gets from the advancing tools for efficient information wishing; evaluation of online resources, and finally information synthesis. The transition towards a knowledge-based society comes from the need, one of the very first ones, that regards information literate students regaining knowledge as the essential condition to survival in a world that is knowledge-driven.
Societal Implications and Responsible Citizenship
Hence, the reference to information literacy refers to more than an individual. The third implication of society and information literacy is the impact of information literacy on society. That is, in the case when the world becomes too unified, having acquired a different meaning, information literacy is no longer considered only as a personal but as a base of civil citizenship. Resources to society are citizens that can steer, estimate, and react to the information for the enhancement of the level of society’s knowledge and participation. By being more enlightened and congruent with democratic values, society benefits from those resources through behaving. Information literacy, therefore, becomes indissolubly linked to citizenship participation in discourses, sense-making, citizenship expectations, and in demanding accountability from those who lead. Thus, information literacy is a kind of tool used to make positive changes in Society in the Digital Age.
In conclusion, the significance of information literacy in the digital age is such a suggestive word “cool”. The process of the whole world digitizing makes the analysis, criticism, and drawing of information from information systems a valuable skill that is crucial as the world becomes more and more digital, constantly adapting to the trends in the contemporary world. This requires the curricular values to be developed by implementing an effective information literacy strategy to ensure that a critical thinking mindset is met and consequently, a responsible citizenry is formed. Exactly in recognition of how much information literacy is a vocation, we are best able to prepare ourselves and prepare our offspring; that is to say, knowing how to work the information literate, we can better position ourselves even to survive the wickedness of the age of information waiting for the fall of the digital age.






References	Comment by David Ward: Your references are correctly ½ inch hanging indents. But the first line should begin at the left margin, not indented .5 inches.
American Library Association. (2015). Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education. Retrieved from https://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/informationliteracycompetency	Comment by David Ward: Article titles should be in sentence case. 
Information literacy competency standards for higher education.
Hargittai, E., Fullerton, L., Menchen-Trevino, E., & Thomas, K. Y. (2019). Trust Online: Young Adults' Evaluation of Web Content. International Journal of Communication, 13, 1531-1552.	Comment by David Ward: Article titles should be in sentence case. Journal titles and volume #s are supposed to be italicized.
Trust online: Young adults' evaluation of web content. International Journal of Communication, 13, 1531-1552.

Nguyen, L. T., & Dang, Q. A. (2018). The Role of Digital Literacy in Information Literacy Education: A Literature Review. Educational Research Review, 25, 157-172. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.edurev.2018.09.002	Comment by David Ward: Article titles should be in sentence case. Journal titles and volume #s are supposed to be italicized.
The role of digital literacy in information literacy education: A literature review. Educational Research Review, 25, 157-172.
Shenton, A. K. (2017). Strategies for ensuring trustworthiness in qualitative research projects. Education for Information, 22(2), 63-75. https://doi.org/10.3233/EFI-2004-22201
Rationale
· The four main journal articles written about research on which this paper bases itself are the complete sources of gathering the importance of information literacy out of the onset of the digital age. The first reference, the Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education by the American Library Association (2015) is an overview of the competency standards regarding higher education as a staffing for the understanding of the meaning of information literacy.
· The second article, "Trust Online: Hargittai, Fullerton, Menchen-Trevino, and Thomas (2019)Analyzing Young Adults” Evaluation of Web Content maintains the focus on the crucial aspect of evaluation amount of information sources online.
· Nguyen and Dang's (2018) article, "The Role of Digital Literacy in Information Literacy Education: Literature Review,” offers a general overview of the previous scientific papers that offers the intersection of digital literacy and information literacy and their function in the learning process.
· Lastly, working with Shenton (2017), his/her article “Strategies for ensuring trustworthiness in qualitative research projects” provides a good framework for research methodology while addressing the credibility and trustworthiness of qualitative research in information literacy course.
