James Hollywood III, COM 803-22 Hermeneutic and Communications, Assignment #2, February 13, 2024,	                                  1






Hermeneutics and Communications

James Hollywood III

Omega Graduate School

February 13, 2024





Professor


Dr. Ken Schmdt


Assignment #2 – Developmental Readings 


Source 1: Gadamer, H.-G. (2004). Truth and Method (2nd ed.). Continuum. (Page XX-XXIV)


Comment 1:
	Quote/ Paraphrase: 
"Understanding is always the result of a fusion of horizons, where the interpreter's own horizon intersects with that of the text or phenomenon being interpreted" (Gadamer, 1989, p. XX).
	Essential Element:
The concept involves a fusion of horizons and dynamic interpretation.
	Additive/ Variant Analysis: 
Gadamer's concept of the fusion of horizons suggests that interpretation is not a passive process but rather an active engagement where the interpreter's perspective interacts with the text or phenomenon being interpreted. This adds depth to our understanding of policy change by highlighting the role of interpretation in shaping how policies are understood and implemented.
	Contextualization: 
Gadamer's insights hold relevance for policymakers and advocates navigating the complexities of policy change. By acknowledging the dynamic nature of interpretation, practitioners can approach policy analysis and advocacy with a deeper appreciation for the multitude of perspectives and experiences held by stakeholders. This understanding enriches the policymaking process, fostering more inclusive and effective strategies that account for diverse viewpoints and meanings.



Source 2: 
Yanow, D., & Schwartz-Shea, P. (2014). Interpretation and Method: Empirical Research Methods and the Interpretive Turn (p. XX). Routledge.

Comment 2:
	Quote/ Paraphrase: 
"Interpretive research methods offer a means of uncovering the multiple meanings embedded in policy texts and practices, shedding light on the complexities of policymaking processes" (Yanow & Schwartz-Shea, 2014).
	Essential Element:
The essential element for this comment is interpretive research methods and different means. 
	Additive/ Variant Analysis: 
Yanow and Schwartz-Shea's emphasis on interpretive research methods adds depth to our understanding of policy analysis by highlighting the value of qualitative approaches in uncovering the complexities of policymaking processes. This variant perspective suggests that interpretive methods offer unique insights into the meanings and interpretations that shape policy decisions and outcomes.
	Contextualization: 
Yanow and Schwartz-Shea's insights are particularly relevant for policymakers and advocates seeking to conduct in-depth analyses of policy processes. By employing interpretive research methods, practitioners can gain a richer understanding of the diverse perspectives and meanings at play in policymaking, informing more nuanced and effective advocacy strategies. This contextualization underscores the importance of employing such methods within the policymaking arena, where a deep understanding of the intricate dynamics of policy processes is essential for effective decision-making and advocacy efforts.
Source 3: 
Ernst, A. (2019). Review of factors influencing social learning within participatory environmental governance. Ecology and Society, 24(1). https://www.jstor.org/stable/26796921

Comment 3:
	Quote/ Paraphrase: 
"Social learning within participatory environmental governance is characterized by stakeholders acquiring new knowledge, skills, and attitudes through interaction and collaboration" (Ernst, 2019, p. 2-24).
	Essential Element:
The article primarily examines the essential elements of social learning, encompassing the process through which individuals or groups acquire new knowledge, skills, and attitudes through interaction and collaboration, within the framework of participatory environmental governance, which entails the active engagement of diverse stakeholders in decision-making processes concerning environmental issues.
	Additive/ Variant Analysis: 
The article offers an additive analysis, delving into various dimensions of social learning to provide a comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon. It explores how factors like institutional structures, communication channels, stakeholder engagement processes, power dynamics, and cultural contexts influence social learning outcomes within participatory environmental governance frameworks. Furthermore, it discusses different approaches or models for fostering social learning within participatory environmental governance, highlighting both successful strategies and challenges encountered, thus enriching our understanding of effective practices in environmental decision-making processes.

	Contextualization: 
The article contextualizes its discussion within the broader literature on environmental governance, social learning theories, and participatory decision-making processes. It may incorporate case studies or examples to demonstrate the practical application of social learning in environmental governance contexts. Additionally, the article highlights the significance of its findings for policymakers, practitioners, and researchers engaged in environmental management and governance endeavors.
Source 4: 

Feindt, P. H., & Weiland, S. (2018). Reflexive governance: exploring the concept and assessing its critical potential for sustainable development. Introduction to the special issue. Journal of Environmental Policy & Planning, 20(6), 661-674. https://doi.org/10.1080/1523908X.2018.1532562

Comment 4:
	Quote/ Paraphrase: 
"Reflexive governance encourages policymakers and stakeholders to engage in ongoing dialogue and self-reflection, promoting transparency, accountability, and participatory decision-making"
	Essential Element:
The essential element of this source is reflective governance, dialogue, and participatory decision-making. 
	Additive/ Variant Analysis: 
Additive/Variant Analysis: Feindt's concept of reflexive governance enriches our understanding of policy advocacy by emphasizing reflexivity and dialogue as crucial components of effective governance practices. This variant perspective suggests that reflexive governance has the potential to improve the transparency, accountability, and legitimacy of policymaking processes, ultimately fostering greater public trust and engagement.
	Contextualization: 
Contextualization: Feindt’s insights hold significant implications for policymakers and advocates aiming to advance more inclusive and responsive governance practices. Embracing reflexive governance principles can cultivate a culture of dialogue and collaboration among practitioners, thereby promoting more participatory and equitable decision-making processes.
Source 5: 
Pelz, B. (2021). Interpretive Research. In Pelz, B. (Ed.), Research Methods for the Social Sciences (pp. pages of Chapter 12). Herkimer College / SUNY.

Comment 5:
	Quote/ Paraphrase: 
"Ethnography, derived from anthropology, emphasizes studying phenomena within their cultural contexts through deep immersion in the social culture over an extended period.”
	Essential Element:
Ethnography involves immersing oneself deeply within a cultural context over an extended period to study phenomena within their cultural milieu. This method emphasizes understanding the intricacies of social life, beliefs, practices, and interactions within specific cultural settings.
	Additive/ Variant Analysis: 
Ethnography offers a rich and nuanced understanding of social phenomena by emphasizing immersion within cultural contexts. This approach allows researchers to capture the complexity and diversity of human experiences, beliefs, and practices. Additionally, ethnographic studies can vary in their focus, from exploring everyday practices and rituals to investigating larger social structures and power dynamics within communities. By employing ethnographic methods, researchers can uncover unique insights into how culture shapes individual behaviors, social interactions, and societal norms.
	Contextualization: 
In the realm of policymaking, the integration of ethnography offers a potent instrument for comprehending the intricate realities of communities affected by proposed policies. Ethnographic research immerses policymakers in the rich tapestry of community life, unveiling the diverse needs, perspectives, and challenges that shape local existence. By delving deeply into the cultural values, social dynamics, and contextual nuances, policymakers gain invaluable insights to tailor interventions that resonate authentically with the lived experiences of the population. This nuanced understanding empowers policymakers to anticipate and navigate the complexities of policy implementation, fine-tuning interventions to minimize negative repercussions and maximize positive outcomes. Furthermore, by fostering genuine dialogue and collaboration with community members, policymakers can cultivate trust, rapport, and meaningful partnerships. This participatory approach lays the groundwork for inclusive decision-making processes, wherein policies are co-created to reflect the aspirations and priorities of local residents. Through a commitment to equity and inclusion, ethnography enables policymakers to address systemic inequalities and ensure that policies uplift all members of society, particularly those who have been historically marginalized or disenfranchised.









Source 6: 
Schon, D. A. (1983). The reflective practitioner: How professionals think in action (1st ed., pp. 3-24). Basic Books.

Comment 6:
	Quote/ Paraphrase: 
"The reflective practitioner engages in ongoing self-reflection and learning, challenging assumptions and adapting strategies in response to changing contexts"
	Essential Element:
The fundamental aspect of this reading is reflective practice and learning. 
	Additive/ Variant Analysis: 
Schon's concept of the reflective practitioner adds a dynamic dimension to our understanding of issues(policy advocacy) by emphasizing the importance of self-awareness and adaptability. This variant perspective suggests that effective problems (advocacy) requires practitioners to continually reflect on their actions and assumptions, adjusting their strategies in light of new information and challenges.
	Contextualization: 
Schon's insights have significant implications for practitioners (policymakers and advocates) seeking to effect meaningful possibilities (policy change). By embracing reflective practice, practitioners can cultivate a more adaptive and responsive approach to disadvantages enhancing their effectiveness in navigating complex environments.







Source 7: 
Ricoeur, P. (1976). Language as discourse. In Interpretation theory: Discourse and the surplus of meaning (pp. 34-36). Fort Worth, TX: Texas Christian University Press.

Comment 7:
	Quote/ Paraphrase: 
"The surplus of meaning inherent in texts and narratives invites readers to engage in a hermeneutic process, unraveling layers of significance beyond the surface"
	Essential Element:
The essential element of this source is the hermeneutic process and the extra significance meaning of words. 
	Additive/ Variant Analysis: 
Ricoeur's emphasis on the extra significance of words challenges conventional approaches by highlighting the richness and complexity of textual interpretations. This variant perspective suggests that texts contain multiple layers of significance that require careful unpacking and interpretation.
	Contextualization: 
Ricoeur's insights have important implications for policymakers and advocates engaged in policy analysis and advocacy. By acknowledging this in texts, practitioners can adopt a more nuanced approach to interpretation, uncovering hidden meanings and alternative perspectives that may inform more effective strategies.




Source 8: 

Morales, C. (2020). Public policy & political parties: A qualitative analysis of homelessness and poverty reduction frameworks in British Columbia (Master's thesis, University of Victoria). Retrieved from http://hdl.handle.net/1828/12108.

Comment 8:
	Quote/ Paraphrase: 
In examining the dynamics of homelessness and poverty reduction frameworks in British Columbia, Morales (2020) underscores the intricate interplay between public policy and political parties. As Morales aptly states, 'Effective solutions to homelessness and poverty require collaboration and coordination across various stakeholders, including governmental bodies, non-profit organizations, and community groups.'
	Essential Element:
This research essential element captures the essence of acknowledging the complex nature of societal challenges, emphasizing that effective solutions require collaboration and coordination among diverse stakeholders.
	Additive/ Variant Analysis: 
Moreover, an additive analysis of Morales' research reveals the nuanced approaches adopted by different political parties in addressing homelessness and poverty. While some advocate for proactive measures such as increased affordable housing initiatives and social welfare programs, others prioritize economic incentives or market-driven solutions. This diversity of perspectives highlights the complexity of policy-making and the need for comprehensive, holistic approaches.

	Contextualization: 
Contextualizing Morales' findings within the broader socio-political landscape of British Columbia unveils the underlying ideological tensions and power dynamics shaping policy discourse. Factors such as resource allocation, public opinion, and historical legacies influence the formulation and implementation of homelessness and poverty reduction strategies. Understanding these contextual factors is imperative for devising pragmatic and sustainable policy interventions that address root causes and promote social equity.
Source 9: 
Hysing, E., & Olsson, J. (2018). Green Inside Activism for Sustainable Development. In Green Inside Activism for Sustainable Development (pp. 141-158). DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-56723-5_7

Comment 9:
	Quote/ Paraphrase: 
Green Inside Activism for Sustainable Development," the authors delve into the intricate dynamics of inside activism within the realms of democracy, public administration, and policy entrepreneurship."
	Essential Element:
Their examination sheds light on the evolving role of activists who operate within institutional structures to effect change, challenging conventional notions of activism solely as an external force.
	Additive/ Variant Analysis: 
In their comprehensive examination, the authors underscore the significance of aligning activism with democratic principles and administrative procedures. This additive analysis enriches our understanding by highlighting the potential of inside activists to serve as conduits between citizen engagement and governmental decision-making, thus emphasizing the vital role they play in fostering cohesive governance.
	Contextualization: 
This article provides valuable insights into the complexities of contemporary activism and its implications for democratic governance and policy implementation. Contextualizing these insights within the broader landscape of societal dynamics, it sheds light on the evolving nature of activism in response to contemporary challenges. Moreover, it underscores the critical importance of understanding the role of inside activism in navigating the intricate interplay between citizen engagement and governmental decision-making processes. This contextualization not only enhances our comprehension of the multifaceted nature of activism but also offers invaluable perspectives for shaping more inclusive and effective democratic governance structures.
Source 10: 
Svensson, P. (2017). Cross-Sector Strategists: Dedicated Bureaucrats in Local Government Administration [Doctoral dissertation, University of Gothenburg]. Retrieved from http://hdl.handle.net/2077/54242

Comment 10:
	Quote/ Paraphrase: 
In 'Cross-Sector Strategists: Dedicated Bureaucrats in Local Government Administration,' Svensson explores the role of dedicated bureaucrats in facilitating cross-sector collaboration.
	Essential Element:
The research underscores the essential role of these bureaucrats in navigating complex intersectoral relationships to address societal challenges effectively.
	Additive/ Variant Analysis:
Moreover, Svensson's analysis reveals how these bureaucrats contribute to organizational resilience by bridging sectoral divides and fostering innovative solutions to multifaceted problems. The abstract highlights the increasing complexity of political-administrative organizations, with more horizontal governance required, and the emergence of a group of administrators called cross-sector strategists tasked with monitoring and promoting strategic topics such as sustainability, safety/security, diversity, and gender equality within Swedish municipal administration. 
	Contextualization: 
Contextualizing Svensson's findings within the broader landscape of public administration, it becomes evident that understanding the dynamics of cross-sector collaboration is crucial for promoting effective governance and sustainable development. The abstract also discusses the challenges faced by cross-sector strategists, such as value conflicts, and the need for them to navigate between vertical and horizontal governance traditions while remaining highly reflexive and flexible actors.
Source 11: 
Heclo, H. (2002). The Spirit of Public Administration. PS: Political Science and Politics, 35(4), 689–694. http://www.jstor.org/stable/1554811

Comment 11:
	Quote/ Paraphrase: 
In 'The Spirit of Public Administration,' Heclo delves into the underlying ethos and values that animate the field of public administration.
	Essential Element:
The article underscores the essential importance of understanding the ethical foundations of public administration in shaping governance and policy outcomes.
	Additive/ Variant Analysis: 
Heclo's analysis illuminates the embodiment of principles such as service, accountability, and stewardship within the spirit of public administration. This essence serves as a guiding framework for practitioners, directing their endeavors towards the advancement of the public good in the face of intricate challenges.
	Contextualization: 
Contextualizing Heclo's insights within the broader landscape of public administration scholarship, it becomes evident that the spirit of public administration serves as a moral compass, guiding decision-making and actions in service to the public interest. This article contributes to ongoing discussions about the ethical dimensions of governance and the role of public administrators as stewards of democratic values and societal well-being.
Source 12: 
Lane, J. (2019). Developmental Governance. Open Journal of Political Science, 9, 624-630. https://doi.org/10.4236/ojps.2019.94038.

Comment 12:
	Quote/ Paraphrase: 
In 'Developmental Governance,' Lane explores the concept of developmental governance and its implications for contemporary governance frameworks.
	Essential Element:
The article emphasizes the essential role of developmental governance in fostering sustainable development and addressing societal challenges.
	Additive/ Variant Analysis: 
Moreover, Lane's analysis reveals how developmental governance transcends traditional governance models by prioritizing long-term development goals, participatory decision-making, and inclusive policy formulation processes. However, the abstract suggests that while developmental governance emphasizes commitment, coordination, and cooperation, it may lack clarity compared to the concept of development administration.
	Contextualization: 
Contextualizing Lane's insights within the broader discourse on governance and development, it becomes evident that developmental governance offers a holistic approach to addressing complex social, economic, and environmental issues. This article contributes to advancing discussions on effective governance strategies for promoting inclusive growth and societal well-being in a rapidly changing world.
 






	 



WORKS CITED
Ernst, A. (2019). Review of factors influencing social learning within participatory environmental governance. Ecology and Society, 24(1). https://www.jstor.org/stable/26796921

Feindt, P. H., & Weiland, S. (2018). Reflexive governance: Exploring the concept and assessing its critical potential for sustainable development. Journal of Environmental Policy & Planning, 20(6), 661–674. https://doi.org/10.1080/1523908X.2018.1532562

Gadamer, H.-G. (2004). Truth and Method (2nd ed.). Continuum.

Heclo, H. (2002). The spirit of public administration. PS: Political Science and Politics, 35(4), 689–694. http://www.jstor.org/stable/1554811

Lane, J. (2019). Developmental governance. Open Journal of Political Science, 9, 624–630. https://doi.org/10.4236/ojps.2019.94038

Morales, C. (2020). Public policy & political parties: A qualitative analysis of homelessness and poverty reduction frameworks in British Columbia (Master's thesis, University of Victoria). Retrieved from http://hdl.handle.net/1828/12108

Pelz, B. (2021). Interpretive Research. In B. Pelz (Ed.), Research Methods for the Social Sciences (pp. xx). Herkimer College / SUNY.
Ricoeur, P. (1976). Language as discourse. In Interpretation theory: Discourse and the surplus of meaning (pp. 34–36). Fort Worth, TX: Texas Christian University Press.

Schön, D. A. (1983). The reflective practitioner: How professionals think in action (1st ed., pp. 3–24). Basic Books.

Svensson, P. (2017). Cross-Sector Strategists: Dedicated Bureaucrats in Local Government Administration [Doctoral dissertation, University of Gothenburg]. Retrieved from http://hdl.handle.net/2077/54242

Yanow, D., & Schwartz-Shea, P. (2014). Interpretation and Method: Empirical Research Methods and the Interpretive Turn. Routledge.

