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Assignment #1 – Core Essential Elements	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Assignment #1 per Dr. Davis’s modifications
Review each of the four Course Essential Elements (CEE) for the Cross-Cultural Dynamics course. 
Write a 1-2 paragraph summary for each CEE to demonstrate that you understand the main idea of what you are expected to learn. Include an example sentence for each CEE. 
[Example for CEE #1:  Missions work in an era of postmodernism can present challenges when communication barriers exist.] 
This assignment should be 3-5 pages (it does not have to be 3-5 pages 



Jay, as we discussed, please identify each of the elements in the assignment that you submitted. It seems that you  discussed mostly missions. 
1. Select One (1) Core Essential Element from the Syllabus Outline:
	a. Asynchronous Cores 2 and 4: Create a 350-word original discussion paper (with cited sources) during the first week of the term. Post this discussion in DIAL Discussion Forum. Then, provide two peer responses of 100 words each (total of 200 words) in the Discussion Forum.
b. Professor will check for quality of content and word-count requirements. Grade assigned will be Credit or No Credit (CR/NC).	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Four  Core Essential Elements condensed from Original 8 in the syllabus  (per Dr. Davis)
Cross-cultural understanding informs a multidisciplinary approach integrating human science, biblical and theological studies, missiology; and mega-skills necessary to communicate in an era of postmodernism and globalization. 
The Biblical core and the theological foundation of the mission mandate will be explored with a focus on the biblical and the uniqueness of Christ in mission theology and a pluralistic world.
Cross-cultural communication work incorporates understanding worldviews through varied and complex perceptions; and exposure to scientific research designed to help students understand and form relationships; and engage in community development.
An interdisciplinary, multicultural, and integrative approach to missions prepares Christians to understand the changing cross-cultural postmodern world, paradigm shifts with trends needed in order to communicate the gospel message in changing world conditions in light of resurgent religious movements, immigration, and urbanization. 


These are the 4 CEE presented in the “Assignments Video #3”


Please note/highlight in the work you submitted where you address each of the 4 CEE listed here.  Then resubmit Assignment  #1 via DIAL.















DISCUSSION
LDR810 Cross-Cultural Dynamics contains four essential elements. For this paper, I’m reviewing Interdisciplinary Cross-Cultural Missions in Global Society. That said, this researcher found that each of the cross-cultural topics has a lot of overlapping concepts.	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Jay, be sure to return and identify the overlapping areas/concepts in each of the four elements.  


You may do so by simply identifying/highlighting  where each or portion of element appears in your discussion.  
Mission work is intrinsically linked to the Gospel and relevant to all Christians (NASB, 2020, Matthew 28:19-20). Given the nature of missions as a global phenomenon, Christian Scholar-practitioners must consider cultural factors before attempting to begin cross-cultural communication, program implementation, or witnessing. The Church must consider these factors to fulfill its mission (Tippett, 1987).
Missionaries must consider how to communicate the Gospel in different cultural settings (Winter, 1999). Various factors, including cultural conditioning and communication methodology, can easily obscure the Gospel message and mission strategies (Tippett, 1987). God can only be loved when He is truly known, and He can only be known when His character is intelligibly communicated (Winter, 1999). As such, time and consideration are needed in the methodology, language, and timing of sharing the Gospel.
Conducting mission work requires careful assessment (Rommen & Corwin, 1996). Rommen and Corwin (1996) note that when missionaries have not walked in the native culture’s shoes, especially when they make many assumptions, mission programs can be aesthetically displeasing to the recipients. In other words, Gospel truths will be lost in translation. Rommen and Corwin (1996) note that careful reflection on implementation is essential.
Frunza (2023) adds the importance of understanding community. Missionaries need to value the people and culture they are evangelizing. Jiang and Wang (2018) agree. They note that the more a missionary is exposed to a foreign culture, the more they can understand and embrace it. As missionaries understand the people and culture, they will have more empathy for it. The more empathy they have, the deeper the connection and the more effectively they can articulate the Gospel. Ang and Dyne (2008) call this understanding Cultural Intelligence or “CQ.” CQ is focused on “an individual’s ability to grasp and reason correctly in situations characterized by cultural diversity” (Ang & Dyne, 2008, p. 4). As such, missionaries need to receive cross-cultural training in CQ before attempting to bridge the gap between their home culture and the culture they will minister to.
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