

Clinical and Applied Sociology

Jared Black

Omega Graduate School

Date: October 7, 2023




Professor

Dr. Joshua E. Reichard
















Assignment #4 – Course Learning Journal 
The journal is a written reflection of your learning journey while working in each course. The Learning Journal integrates the essential elements of the course within your professional field of interest. The objective of the course journal is to produce a degree of acculturation, integrating new ideas into your existing knowledge of each course. This is also an opportunity to communicate with your professor insights gained as a result of the course. The course learning journal should be 3-5 pages in length and should include the following sections: 
1. Introduction –Summarize the intent of the course, how it fits into the graduate program as a whole, and the relevance of its position in the curricular sequence. 
2. Personal Growth - Describe your personal growth–how the course stretched or challenged you– and your progress in mastery of course content and skills during the week and through subsequent readings – what new insights or skills you gained. 
3. Reflective Entry - Add a reflective entry that describes the contextualization (or adaptation and relevant application) of new learning in your professional field. What questions or concerns have surfaced about your professional field as a result of your study? 
4. Conclusion – Evaluate the effectiveness of the course in meeting your professional, religious, and educational goals.





















	This present course, Clinical and Applied Sociology, is my first course upon re-entry into the OGS program following an 8-year absence. Needless to say, there have been many changes within the program, the curriculum features, and possible degrees. For me, that means the opportunity to re-engage as a DSL student, perhaps a better fit for my continuing education than the former solo offering of the DPhil. Although the memory of previous curriculum is fuzzy, I am acutely aware that this offering of SR 950 was the perfect course to onramp. As OGS is nested on Sociology as a methodology and foundation for all coursework, I was due for a refresher and renewed infusion of the governing practices and principles that will be readily applied to my area of focus and research. 
	 The course’s Essential Elements perfectly reintroduce the building blocks of all sociologically directed research.  Nuancing the more “generic” terms within the field has proven valuable to see avenues of application to areas of interest I am pursuing. For instance, the generic “applied” sociology, pertains to the application of social theories or observations to begin the hunt for possible “applied” solutions to persisting social issues, be they person-to-person, group-to-group, or department-to-department. Social applications can range toward global assessments and approaches. In a way, this understanding encourages the sociological perspective available in any setting, within any group, generating theories based on observable realities.  These observations assist the sociologist with possible diagnosis of social ills.
	Taking these observations, or measured outcomes, to the next level crests the arena of clinical approaches, moving the observer/theorizer to the role of practitioner. The Clinician begins looking for interfaces to affect the social outcomes otherwise observed or measured. Clinical approaches abound in the work to solve social problems with systematic inputs intended to influence social outcomes. The clinician moves from theory to methods of change.
	I am in the business of distributing digital content on a variety of platforms directed at growing user engagement with the content. Each platform is built utilizing proprietary algorithms which measure each user’s interactions based on demographics, habits, history, view length, etc. This is the sociological practice applied digitally by the algorithm.  The algorithm becomes the clinician by “deciding” which content to serve next, who can see what, and otherwise influencing the outcomes of the user experience. SR 950 has been a fantastic reminder of the basic principles in use within our ever-growing digital landscape. Sociological research, albeit done by computer, is in many ways the backbone of the digital world. 
	This also bothers me deep inside. Digitally applied sociology may be a tremendously dehumanizing force due to its capacity to influence personal experience through enhancing or diminishing access to information. Unlike going to the library where the user is in full control of accessing information so long as it is in the library, our digital landscape, heavily leveraged with sociological digital manipulatives, hide or push content based on the desired outcome of the platform (and its financiers).  This has opened the door for a highly competitive marketplace of paid influencers, be they products, corporations, or governments. Each can now, for the right price, insert their influence into the system, taking ultimate control away from the individual and leaving only what is desired to remain.  We have rapidly moved from applied to clinical, all being done by the math behind the machine. This is particularly dehumanizing. At some point, a new disciple will need to be named as digital sociology strips the actual “social” components of the participants, leaving only influence peddling and very few real choices to observe “natural” social outcomes.
	I see all of this as an unintended consequence of the sociological endeavor. But it makes me wary…and weary. I realize that my business, too, relies on these same sociological manipulatives to thrive. I am deeply conflicted. What might have been assistive to humans to enhance life, has largely become predatory, all because the bell curve has been maximized.
	As I stand upon the digital landscape trying to see through the fog of enhanced AI, the haunting question descends – How will anyone be able to know and access truth?  This was the pretext for my hypothetical social project for Assignment 3 essay. The “libraries” of knowledge have been invaded, or at least soon will be. AI will be a pandora, I discern. Humans are created by God to pursue and respond to truth. Truth must be more than knowledge bits; digits to be acquired.  However, the sources of knowledge are being coopted. The human socio-psychological apparatus has been “hacked” by a digital clinician, programmed for outcomes not necessarily aligned with truth, beauty, or the betterment of society. My concern grows.
	Can the sociological approach be rescued from the mechanized Technopolis to be reinstalled in service of the societies from which it originally was birthed?  That is what I am now paying attention to. I am invested to utilize my time at OGS to look for applied sociological methods aimed at answering the question: How now will we know truth?  There is much work to be done. 
	I look forward to the ongoing partnership with faculty, instructors, and the student community to hone this vision, give it legs, and produce a social leadership project that illumes a way forward. To say that I am happy to be back at OGS is an understatement. It is time.  May God bless the time and do what only He can do; show Himself as the way, the truth, and the life.













