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Assignment
Developmental Readings 
Review Assignment #3, the course essential elements, assigned readings, and recommended readings to identify selections of books and scholarly articles to identify and select developmental reading sources and entries. 
· Refer to the “Student Guide to Developmental Readings” for updated information on sample comments, rubrics, and key definitions related to developmental readings.  
Assignment #2 – Developmental Readings
1. Create Developmental Readings from seminal sources and scholarly peer-reviewed journal articles. Review the instructions for Assignment #3, the course essential elements, and course readings to identify selections of books and journals to create entries.
a. Refer to the "Student Guide to Developmental Readings" in the General Helps folder for updated information on sample comments, the


Note: My developmental readings were directed to learn what sociology is being done around Christianity and what Christian sociologist were presenting and ideas they had in promoting Christian sociology.



Source One: 
[bookmark: _Hlk145241707][bookmark: _Hlk145171483]Wearne, B. C. (2020). After a Collision at the Intersection of Sociology and Christianity. Journal of Sociology and Christianity, 10(1), 41-45.
Comment 1:  
Quote/Paraphrase:  
“As Christian sociologists we share responsibility for forming a generation which now needs to resist the commercialized nihilistic nonsense that challenges us all on all cultural sides. We are challenged to respect our scientific calling coram Deo, even if the dominant intellectual outlooks of our time are still on a collision course with our sociological work and profession.” (Wearne, 2020, p. 44)

Essential Element: Faith-Learning Integration	

[bookmark: _Hlk145171333]Additive/Variant Analysis: This quote is additive to my current understanding of Christian sociology and its challenges and goals.

Contextualization:  The author makes quite a call for Christian sociologist to stand up to nihilism within the current sociological community. As a Christian we are called to live our life in the way of Christianity, this goes for our profession as well. However, when our profession is in the sciences and social sciences where faith is seen as in opposition to science, it can be difficult to live out our Christian life. Nevertheless, as we know faith and science are not in opposition to each other but are complementary, where we are in fact studying God’s creation. We do not necessarily need to write using biblical terminology to express our research findings, we can utilize social science terminology to express our research findings keeping in line with publishing in our profession. I do like the term the author used to describe our calling, “scientific calling coram Deo”, to do sociology in the presence of God.


Source Two:  
Jindra, I. W. (2021). Religious Conversion and Spiritual Transformation in Sociology and Social Work. Journal of Sociology and Christianity, 11(1), 6-17.
Comment 2:
Quote/Paraphrase:  
Sociological research regarding religious conversions has primarily focused on the social network influences of religious conversations rather than the individual’s decision to a religious conversion. (Jindra, 2021)

Essential Element: Interdisciplinary Research

Additive/Variant Analysis: This paraphrase is additive to my current understanding of Christian sociology and its topics of research. 

Contextualization: This paper focuses on the topic of religious conversions research in the social sciences, in particular sociology and social work. The author notes that sociology research is primarily focused on social causes and social networks related to religious conversion. Where social work may be able to focus on the rational and the personal journey to religious conversions. However, I do not see where sociology is precluded to engage in understanding the personal journey and decisions to religious conversions. This may be very interesting sociological research in cataloging Christian conversions and the spiritual and rational journey these people took to come to saving grace.


Source Three: 
[bookmark: _Hlk145229523]Baker, J. O., Perry, S. L., & Whitehead, A. L. (2020, September). Crusading for moral authority: Christian nationalism and opposition to science. In Sociological Forum (Vol. 35, No. 3, pp. 587-607).
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Comment 3:  
Quote/Paraphrase:
[bookmark: _Hlk145233409]“Christian nationalism draws on different parts of the Bible, integrating Old Testament demands for ethnocultural purity and military conquest with Christian triumphalism (Gorski 2017b). Combining these and other symbols, myths, traditions, and narratives, Christian nationalism is a cultural framework that insists upon a fusion of American civic life and a particular vision of Christianity—one that contains hierarchical assumptions about race, gender, nationality, and sexuality. It demands that the United States be “Christian” in its national identity, historical narratives, sacred symbols, and public policies.” (Whitehead and Perry, 2020, p. 591)

Essential Element: Worldview Literacy in Research

Additive/Variant Analysis: This quote is additive to my current understanding of sociological research being done on Christianity. 

Contextualization: In this quote “a particular vision of Christianity” stands out to me where the Christianity being published and seen in sociological circles is Christian nationalism, largely seen tied to Trumpism, which does not represent American Christianity. I am glad to see that authors point out that it is a particular vision of Christianity, nevertheless my concern is that the sociological community will tend to see Christian nationalism represents Christianity. I believe it is important as a Christian sociologist to also do sociological research on other groups of Christians so to make the sociology on Christianity more diverse and more representative of Christianity as a whole. 

Comment 4:
Quote/Paraphrase:
[bookmark: _Hlk145231659]The author states that Christian nationalism is a politicalized religion, however the author also believes that conservative Christian worldview holds an ‘anti-science’ view and seems to equate conservative Christian worldview with Christian nationalism. (Whitehead and Perry, 2020)

Essential Element: Worldview Literacy in Research

Additive/Variant Analysis: This paraphrase is variant to my current understanding of how conservative Christianity is being represented in sociological articles.

Contextualization: I do agree that Christian nationalism is a politicalized religion, where it has less to do with Christianity and more to do with political power. I do not agree with the notion that conservative Christianity is anti-science. I think conservative Christians may hold to a different understanding of ‘good’ science but are not anti-science by no means. I think it is important for Christian sociologist to publish on the various Christian traditions and what positions they may hold to provide a representative presentation on the variety of Christianity and believes. I also do not agree that conservative Christians are all Christian nationalist, I might even go so far as to argue that Christian nationalist are by and large loosely Christian people, perhaps by name only. 


Source Four: 
[bookmark: _Hlk145233440]Hiebert, D. (2019). Social Practices of the Christian Sociologist. Journal of Sociology and Christianity, 9(1), 1-4.
Comment 5:  
Quote/Paraphrase:
“Both sociology and Christianity are social practices. No academic discipline calls for justice, mercy, and humility more earnestly and effectively than sociology. As for Christianity, God has told you, Christian sociologist, what is good, and what practices the Lord requires of you. To do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God are much greater requisites than the taken-for-granted beliefs and routinized actions of any particular academic discipline or career.” (Hiebert, 2019, p. 4)

Essential Element: Learning…to Change the World

Additive/Variant Analysis: This quote is additive to my current understanding of Christian sociology and the role it plays in sociology and the broader public sociology. 

Contextualization: I find this quote to be very insightful s inspirational as a Christian sociologist. It is true that sociology is uniquely positioned in the social sciences to uncover the innate needs of people and to see people for who they are and the impact social ills have on people. In addition to having genuine sympathy and care for people. I know from experience my non-Christian sociologist colleagues they do have this call “for justice, mercy, and humility”. Ever since my fist sociology course as an undergraduate, I thought how the study of sociology is prime for Christians to study. This was the beginning of my call to be a Christian sociologist, to not only provide sociological insight to my fellow believers by also to the larger world.


Source Five: 
[bookmark: _Hlk145235948]Allen, S. E. (2023). Is the Black Church Dead?: Religious Resilience and the Contemporary Functions of Black Christianity. Religions, 14(4), 460.

Comment 6:  
Quote/Paraphrase:
Sociological research can provide the understanding of, if and why church engagement changes. Younger generations’ criticism of the church does not necessarily mean disengagement. Sociological research can provide insight into the relationship between religion, social engagement, and race. (Allen, 2023)

Essential Element: Worldview Literacy in Research

Additive/Variant Analysis: This paraphrase is additive to my current understanding of Christian sociology and its role it could play in providing the church with useful information.

Contextualization: This article provides some good insight in how Christian sociology could be used to help support the church’s need in understanding the social dynamics that may be influencing their churches, their congregations, and their community. I have thought about how I as a Christian sociologist could support the needs of the church, this article provides an example of how sociology can provide useful information for churches to use in understanding their members and community and the challenges they face, which would then be used to come up with solutions in how to better reach their members and community for the gospel. In addition, provide information in what the church could do to help support the needs of the community, so the church may play an active roll in helping solve social problems in their community. 

Source Six: 
[bookmark: _Hlk145236961]Scimecca, J. A. (2023). The Not So Outrageous Idea of a Christian Sociology. Taylor & Francis.
Comment 7:  
Quote/Paraphrase:
[bookmark: _Hlk145237094]By and large secular sociologists tend to not ask the right questions and fail to engage in the discovery of daily human existence, due to their secular training and secular orientation. Therefore, Christian sociologist are needed to fulfill the gap in understanding more of the social human behavior. (Scimecca, 2023)

Essential Element: Faith-Learning Integration

Additive/Variant Analysis: This paraphrase is additive to my current understanding of Christian sociology and the need for some Christians to be sociologist. 

Contextualization: This paraphrase provides some good insight to into what is needed in the field of sociology, a fuller understand of social world in light of God’s design and involvement in the world and people’s lives. This is where Christian sociologist could play a vital role in providing sociological insight to the sociology community and the general public. I am interested in learning more about this and how to present the spiritual attributions of people without using overly religious language so people without a faith perspective could understand the social-spiritual dynamics that the social world consist of. 

Comment 8:  
Quote/Paraphrase:
[bookmark: _Hlk145239592]Christian sociologist can reclaim sociology’s moral imperative to work and promote a more humane society. It may not be on the basis of Christian theology, but rather the logic of God’s social design, where these are ideas are taken seriously by secular sociology. (Scimecca, 2023)

Essential Element: Learning…to Change the World

Additive/Variant Analysis: This quote is additive to my current understanding of Christian sociology.

Contextualization:  This section of the article calls for Christian sociologist to reclaim the moral imperative to work to promote a more humane society, which can be done by studying social problems and work on various levels to help solve these social problems as best as we can, such through policy changes, activism and helping others understand the dynamics of social problems. To be sure that many of the social problems have their roots in the fallen world, but that is not to say that we should not do anything to help reduce these social problems. As Christian sociologist we have the compassion, love, and desire to help those in need, as Christ Himself modeled for us. As I am learning what Christian sociologist do and should do, one thing that keeps standing out to me, is to partake in loving people as Christ loves people, and to share that love to others within our sociology.


Source Seven: 
Greek, C. E. (2019). The religious roots of American sociology. Routledge.
Comment 9:  
Quote/Paraphrase:
[bookmark: _Hlk145237229]The roots of American sociology were religious and had an alignment with the social gospel movement, which hope to use the sociology to help solve social problems. (Greek, 2019)

Essential Element: Faith-Learning Integration

Additive/Variant Analysis: This paraphrase is additive to my current understanding of Christian sociology and its historical connection to the development of sociology.

Contextualization: This section speaks of the historical context in the development of American sociology and its ties to social theology and the desire to make positive social change in society. There good examples of people using the newfound science of society for the purpose to promote Christian values in society such as Harriet Martineau, Jane Addams, and Elizabeth Blackwell among many others. I am interested in studying more about the early American sociology and its connection to Christianity, to where I may find some insight in applying current Christian sociology in light of the early movement. I am also interested in learning if early Christian sociology worked to breakdown the racism of the white Christian church of those early days.

Comment 10:  
Quote/Paraphrase:
After 1920 American sociology became more secularized, however it did remain (at least for a time) interested in helping society and making positive social change through applied sociology. (Greek, 2019)

Essential Element: Learning…to Change the World

Additive/Variant Analysis: This paraphrase is additive to my current understanding of Christian sociology and the historic development of sociology.

Contextualization: In this section it speaks to the secularization of early American sociology, which I take it lends itself to the larger shift in secularization in America during that period. Nevertheless, sociology still held on to the desire to make positive social changes in society, nowadays I think that has changed in sociology, where I see today’s sociology is about publishing and less about making an impact in society. I do see this changing a bit in Chirstian and secular sociologists alike, where in more recent times there has been a focus on applied and public sociology. A sociologist who I look up to and think as a model sociologist is W.E.B Du Bois who was an academic sociologist, but moreover was a public sociologist who sought to enlighten the general public to the social problems and in hopes they become involved in fighting for the solution to social problems. This is what I hope to do as a Christian sociologist.
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Derrick, great job on your developmental reading log for PHI 805-22! 

You chose relevant sources that were in line with area of research in Christian sociology. Your selected readings are from appropriate and current scholarly sources. 

You identified connections to Course Essential Elements. 

Your additive variant analyses could have used a little more elaboration of how you found selections additive or variant to your thinking.

Your contextualizations were excellent. 

Your log adequately conforms to APA style, but note the comments on the Works Cited with minor repeated mistakes. 

Nice work! -- Prof. David Ward




