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Grace, I really enjoyed reading your Course Learning Journal for PHI 815-22! Your reflections on what you learned in this course are deep and meaningful.

Here are some comments from the assignment with feedback:
Grace, this is an inspiring and personal journal introduction!
in the Personal Development / Growth section you wrote: "According to the course, the material about Jesus to the world agrees that men whom Jesus led began to repent, were changed, and began to change their society, one person at a time. Jesus taught his followers to spread the message of repentance when they preached to the people."
Yes, that is the pattern: from REVIVAL (Jesus revived the heart of his fellow Jews to return to God in repentance and faith), to AWAKENING (where even unbelievers like Gentiles came to Christ), to SOCIAL REFORM (where moral effects began to spread out into the social world to create forces for morality in the Roman empire through the newly planted churches). 
You showed that you integrated concepts across courses and make connections between ideas in ways that advance your own academic and professional goals. That was great.
Here are some tips to improve your APA formatting for your Works Cited (this area needs improvement!)
Article titles are not to be italicized and are to be in sentence case.
Put a period at the end of article titles.
Missing Journal title for the Dejean, C., & Kurlberg, N. (2021) source:
Christian Relief, Development, and Advocacy: The Journal of the Accord Network [italicized].
Book titles are to be in sentence case and italicized. Publishers are not italicized. Page ranges are not needed for books unless it is a chapter in a book.
Creation out of love [italicized]. Oxford University Press EBooks [not italicized].



Assignment #4 – Course Learning Journal

The journal is a written reflection of your learning journey while working in each course. The Learning Journal integrates the essential elements of the course within your professional field of interest. The objective of the course journal is to produce a degree of acculturation, integrating new ideas into your existing knowledge of each course. This is also an opportunity to communicate with your professor insights gained as a result of the course. The course learning journal should be 3-5 pages in length and should include the following sections:

1. Introduction –Summarize the intent of the course, how it fits into the graduate program as a whole, and the relevance of its position in the curricular sequence.
2. Personal Growth - Describe your personal growth–how the course stretched or challenged you– and your progress in mastery of course content and skills during the week and through subsequent readings – what new insights or skills you gained.
3. Reflective Entry - Add a reflective entry that describes the contextualization (or adaptation and relevant application) of new learning in your professional field. What questions or concerns have surfaced about your professional field as a result of your study?
4. Conclusion – Evaluate the effectiveness of the course in meeting your professional, religious, and educational goals.


Learning from a Course Journal: 
Love and compassion are the main drives of Transforming The World 
Introduction: Many religious traditions regard God's love as unconditional and infinite. It is believed to be a powerful force capable of transforming lives, healing wounds, and uniting people. This divine love is frequently described as selfless and compassionate love that transcends all distinctions and boundaries. If we love as Jesus loved, many people would find solace and comfort in believing that they are always loved and accepted by a higher power, no matter what flaws or mistakes they make. The concept of God's love has inspired countless works of art, literature, and music throughout history, and it continues to be a source of hope and inspiration for millions of people around the world.  As I look around at the world, I realize that the first and most important virtue is love. Because we love, we carry the fallen world and all its inhabitants in our hearts. This love is a reflection of God's love for the world He made for fellowship. The beauty and development of our planet are a testament to the ideas that have been conceived, developed in the heart and mind, and manifested in the physical realm. But every idea has a purpose, and God's purpose was to create a world for us to enjoy and revel in. It is our responsibility, as God's representatives, to have the same love for the fallen world without passing judgment, and to know the truth that has set us free, so that we can give the same love to God's world, calling it the creation that God created for man to enjoy.	Comment by David Ward: Grace, this is an inspiring and personal journal introduction!

Personal Development / Growth: According to the course, the material about Jesus to the world agrees that men whom Jesus led began to repent, were changed, and began to change their society, one person at a time. Jesus taught his followers to spread the message of repentance when they preached to the people. He did not use force or intimidation to convince them but rather relied on the power of his teachings to bring about change. Citizenship in the Kingdom of God requires a commitment to living by its laws, as Jesus himself emphasized. He made it clear that it's not enough to simply profess one's faith but to also do the will of God and carry one's own cross, even if that means facing persecution or death. These teachings serve as a reminder that following Jesus necessitates a complete commitment to his way of life, which includes sacrifice and selflessness. "Do unto others as you would have others do unto you," Jesus said (Matthew 7:12). Through the agape form of love, the people of His kingdom became a society of servants. They were expected to serve their king by serving those who were important to him. Citizens of His kingdom serve the King when they serve others (Matthew 25:40). As I reflect on the course, I realize that the main motivation for carrying the fallen world (man) in our hearts is to love the world that God created for fellowship. God's love for the man He created is beyond human comprehension. When I think about how the world has evolved and what men and women have accomplished, one thing that always comes to mind is that for an idea to become a reality, it must first be conceived, developed in the heart and mind, and then brought into the physical realm by someone. That explains why our planet has evolved, and there are breathtaking sights to behold wherever you go. Every idea has a reason for being created. That is the reason why God created the earth and all of its beauty, and ultimately, God created man to enjoy His creation, leaving him in charge to dominate and revel in it. The world was not incomplete when God created it; it was ready for man with all the necessary resources. Nothing was missing then, and nothing is missing now. The love of God for the world He created is manifested in His divine provisions, including salvation for mankind after the fall. This love is divine, and it never gives up. Therefore, we should also possess the same love for the fallen world without passing judgment as representatives of God by knowing the truth that has set us free, so we should give the same love to the world of God, calling it the creation that God created for man to enjoy. 	Comment by David Ward: Yes, that is the pattern: from REVIVAL (Jesus revived the heart of his fellow Jews to return to God in repentance and faith), to AWAKENING (where even unbelievers like Gentiles came to Christ), to SOCIAL REFORM (where moral effects began to spread out into the social world to create forces for morality in the Roman empire through the newly planted churches). 

Reflective Entry: This course has provided me with new insights into the integration of religion and society, particularly the significance of love and compassion in transforming the world. One important concept I learned is that we can change the world one person at a time by introducing them to the Lord's way. This necessitates a commitment to follow the laws of God's kingdom, which includes doing the Father's will and carrying our cross to follow Jesus. I have also learned the value of serving others, which is a type of love that is highly regarded in Matthew's gospel. This course has stretched and challenged me to think deeply about my personal development and how I can apply these concepts in my professional field.
As I reflect on my experiences and growth over the past few months, I am grateful for the opportunities that have come my way. I have learned so much from the people I have met and my interactions with them. I have come to realize that every person has a unique story and that their experiences have shaped who they are. I have also learned that it is important to be kind and compassionate towards others, especially those who are going through difficult times. This is particularly true in the healthcare field, where patients often need more than just medical treatment; they need someone who cares about them and is willing to listen. Overall, this course has taught me a lot about myself and inspired me to be a better healthcare professional.
Conclusion: Overall, this course has been highly effective in meeting my professional, religious, and educational goals. It has helped me gain a deeper understanding of the integration of religion and society and how I can apply these concepts in my personal and professional lives. I am grateful for the opportunity to learn and grow, and I look forward to continuing my journey of acculturation. authority demanded of others. He taught others to love—to work in the best interests of others—and He followed through on what He taught them. In summary, the course has taught me that the love of God for humanity has the power to bring about social change. The concept of selfless and compassionate love that transcends all distinctions and boundaries is a powerful force capable of transforming lives, healing wounds, and uniting people. We must learn to love without passing judgment and to know the truth that has set us free as we carry the fallen world and all its inhabitants in our hearts. Jesus' teachings on citizenship in God's Kingdom necessitate total dedication to his way of life, which includes sacrifice and selflessness. We serve the King by serving others. The course has reminded me of the importance of love and compassion in building a more just and equitable society.
Finally, according to Chidinma Precious, B.A. (1st Class Honours), M.A., Ph.D., of the University of Nigeria | UNN Department of Religion, and his team of researchers of 'Understanding Compassion in the Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 14:13-21),' compassion is a highly valued virtue. Continues to argue that it is the quality of feeling deep sympathy and sorrow for another who is bereaved. Compassion is a necessary virtue in the church's mission mandate and in the social relationships of Christians. Genuine compassion was evident in Jesus' ministry activities. I totally believe that His actions of love, words, and thoughts were motivated by selfless attempts to re-establish humanity's lost relationship with God, while the gospels demonstrate how genuine compassion characterized Jesus' earthly ministry and motivated him to share in humanity's suffering. Consequently, showing true compassion, he took practical steps to alleviate the pain of the suffering. They explain the gospel as Jesus demonstrated genuine compassion by preaching the good news of the kingdom, forgiving sins, healing the sick, feeding the hungry, casting out demons, raising the dead, and giving his life as a ransom for the remission of the sins of others. Matthew 14:14 recounts the narrative of how Jesus reacted when he saw the multitude that left their cities and followed him with their diverse ailments. It's fascinating to consider the motives behind Jesus' attitude towards the crowd. As someone who eagerly anticipates the second coming of Jesus Christ, I believe it's important to contribute to the growth and development of our church, ultimately leading a life of purpose and fulfillment. I have found Matthew's gospel to be a tremendously beneficial resource in the development of a disciplined and virtuous life. According to the Church, Matthew's gospel was written specifically to guide us in our missionary work. Matthew's gospel has given me invaluable insights into how to launch and carry out our mission, with a focus on embodying compassion, as Jesus demonstrated in his sermons, teachings, and miracles.

Christians will need to fully grasp the nature and identity of God. Despite its divine inspiration, the Bible falls short of adequately describing and explaining the properties or qualities of a God no one has ever seen (Jn 1:18; 1 Jn 4:12, cf. 4:20). Christians believe in God's love, forgiveness, and grace/mercy, but we will never fully comprehend it; instead, we must continue to study it. There are two major and diametrically opposed Christian views on why God created and ruled the world. Some might contend that God's creative and providential actions are motivated primarily by God's desire for self-glorification, though in additive analysis, according to my interpretation of the Holy Scriptures, God creates not for the The world has subjugated many, if not all, of us. Unfortunately, many believers, if not all, have been enslaved by the world. I believe that when the Bible says to preach the gospel to the poor, it means that if they have the Lord Jesus as their Savior, they have Him who owns everything we need. 
As Adam began to rule and subdue the earth, he was to extend Eden's geographical boundaries until Eden extended throughout and covered the entire earth. This meant that God's presence would now be felt throughout the entire planet, not just in Eden. God's presence was to "fill" the entire earth. As a result, I believe that everything Jesus did, said, or thought in order to save humanity was motivated by pure, compassionate love. Jesus exemplified how to carry out his mission with genuine, compassionate love. Jesus had love and compassion; I believe that is why, according to the gospels, he was always moved by compassion. I personally desire that partnership with God to change lives.
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