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Write a three-paragraph essay responding to the following question:  

When have you noticed your pre-judgments influencing your interpretations?  

How have you experienced a "fusion of horizons" in your learning experiences? 
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In our interpretations of the world around us, prejudices, biases and assumptions often play a subtle 

role. I recall a particular instance when I noticed my pre-judgments exerting their influence over 

my perceptions. During a heated debate about the role of women in society, I found myself 

instinctively aligning with a certain viewpoint without fully grasping the nuances of the argument. 

My predisposed beliefs had overshadowed my ability to objectively evaluate the situation. This 

experience was a stark reminder of how deeply ingrained biases can distort our understanding and 

hinder productive discussions. 

 

On the other hand, the concept of a "fusion of horizons" resonates profoundly with my learning 

journey. This term, coined by philosopher Hans-Georg Gadamer, suggests that through open 

dialogue and interaction, our individual perspectives evolve, resulting in a broader and more 

enriched understanding. In my academic and professional pursuits, I've encountered this fusion of 

horizons during lively class discussions and casual interactions with colleagues where those from 

diverse backgrounds shared their thoughts. Through respectful discourse, my initial viewpoints 

were challenged, refined, and reshaped. This phenomenon highlights the transformative power of 

education, trust, and the sharing of knowledge where the collision of different perspectives sparks 

intellectual growth and fosters a more inclusive and empathetic worldview. It simply allows us to 

understand our own perspective in a new and meaningful way.  

 

These experiences have reminded me that true learning involves acknowledging our biases, actively 

seeking to surpass them, and embracing the opportunity to engage in the fusion of horizons with 

others. Through self-awareness and a commitment to constant learning, I am able to navigate my 

beliefs and interpretations while embracing the collective wisdom that emerges from sharing diverse 

perspectives. 
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