COUNTING THE COSTS: A PHENOMENOLOGICAL EXPLORATION OF NON-CUSTODIAL FATHERS WHO ARE THE TARGET VICTIMS OF CUSTODIAL CONTACT ISSUES TO DISCOVER INTERPERSONAL QUALITIES THAT LEAD TO OVERCOMING RELATED TRAUMA



Sabrina K. Haid





Dr. Curtis McClane 
Chair, Dissertation Committee






Chapter 3
Design and Methodology




Omega Graduate School
September 2023
[bookmark: List_of_Tables][bookmark: Chapter_1]

[bookmark: _Toc3366562]Chapter 3: Research Design and Methodology
The purpose of this chapter is to explain how the research will be conducted and the steps that will be taken to ensure the results of the study are viable. 
[bookmark: _Toc3366563]Overview of Information Needed
The information needed for the study will be the participants lived experiences and how dealing with custodial contact issues has affected their lives.
[bookmark: _Toc3366564]Overview of Methodology
The methodology of this research will be qualitative in nature. It will follow a phenomenological approach during the data collection and discovery process. The participants will share their experiences through interviews, and the data will be processed through a development of themes and consistent concepts (Cresswell; Moustakas; Leavy)
[bookmark: _Toc3366565]Ethical Compliance
All participants will be provided detailed explanations of what I am doing. They will also be provided consent forms along the way for permission to conduct the interviews, have them recorded and transcribed for my research needs for the _tbd__length of time. 
[bookmark: _Toc3366566]Demographic Data
Participants will be non-custodial fathers who are experiencing or have experienced custodial contact issues. These men will be volunteer participants from the social media platform, Dad Talk Today (DTT), from personal contact and knowledge, and from the Southeast Tennessee area.

[bookmark: _Toc3366567]Analysis and Synthesis of Data
The analysis and synthesis of the data was conducted with the aid of Dedoose software. Themes were discovered and further questions developed. These questions were followed up on through subsequent interviews and brought back in to be reevaluated. 
The question and answer process was developed and formulized by first using a test interview process consisting of (who? How many? Are they used in the actual data collection process?)	Comment by Sabrina Haid: These questions need to be answered in order to further flesh out this section.   Pilot Study?
[bookmark: _Toc3366568]Issues of Trustworthiness
The interviews will be conducted in an ethical manner and with the participants full approval and consent. Consent wavers will be signed. Participants will have full understanding of the process, what to expect from me and what will be expected from them prior to the interviews.  They will have the option to opt out at any time for any reason. 
[bookmark: _Toc3366569]Limitations
Limitations of the study are largely due to the limited number of participants. Because this study was qualitative in nature, the number of participants was small. Further study concerning the lived experiences of non-custodial fathers is needed to mitigate the limitations of this study.
Examples of participant related limitations include the single source of participant access (DTT), the small number of participants, the knowledge and understanding of participants beyond their own story about PA.
Additional limitations are related to me as the researcher and my personal experience with PA. There was a limited amount of peer-reviewed information related to the experience of fathers related to custodial contact issues and PA in the literature I was able to locate and gain access to. Another limitation related to me is that my perspective may not be as objective as another researcher’s due to my personal experience with PA. Having that experience, I am biased towards the plight of fathers when it comes to custodial issue.
[bookmark: _Toc3366570] Summary
This qualitative research will be conducted with the highest integrity possible. It will focus on the lived experiences of non-custodial fathers who experience custodial contact issues to any degree. The intent behind the research is to discover what, if any, character traits, experiences, circumstances, or effects may be shared as commonalities and ramifications because of the custodial contact problems.	Comment by Sabrina Haid: I think this is my actual purpose statement. I need to make sure all other uses reflect this statement.
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