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Professor: Dr. David Ward
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Grace, you wrote a nice essay for SR 953-12. But the assignment instructions were not asking for completing the essay. Here are the Assignment Instructions which you copied into the document:
Assignment #4 – Essay 
Continuation of the SR953 Research for 21st Century paper that you began for Assignment #2.
[THIS IS NOT ASKING TO CONTINUE WRITING THE ESSAY, BUT TO CONTINUE THE PREPARATION FOR WRITING AN ESSAY BY SHOWING HOW YOU EVALUATE SOURCES -DW]
1. Write a summary for each of your resources (see Assignment #2 instructions for specifications). Use a Level 1 heading at the beginning of each summary. Level 2 
and Level 3 headings are optional.
a. Include the following for each book from Assignment #2 (A minimum of two books (minimum of one published in the last five years) relevant to your chosen topic.)
• a short biography of the author and his or her credentials, and
• your assessment of each book’s (a) readability, (b) presentation of the subject, and (c) relevance to your chosen topic.
b. Include the following for each journal article from Assignment #2 (A minimum of five primary research journal articles relevant to your chosen topic; four articles must be less than five years old.)
• the title, year, and author(s) of the research;
• the basic categories in the literature review section;
• a brief description of the research type and methods;
• a brief description of the population being studied and how the participants were selected for the research; and
• a brief description of the findings and conclusions.
The focus of the assignment was not writing an essay but on showing the an assessment you did of each of the sources you would use in an essay
If you would like to redo the assignment according to the intructions, I would be glad to review it and change the grade.
Press on but remember to read Assignment instructions carefully! 

If you ever have questions for other class, email me as your Senior Tutor and I will be glad to help-- Prof. David Ward
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Introduction
Growing up in Kenya a rural country I experienced poverty as the reason for this research paper. I desire to see transformation in the communities, especially in families who are less fortunate, low-income, or have no income at all. Most of these families are not employed; they live a day at a time, mostly without expecting a meal or may afford one meal a day. There are only two institutions that hire, health departments, and the department of education. Most of the community members are therefore casual laborers in the farms of the teacher, a nurse, or a clinical officer. Therefore, poverty alleviation is one of the most compelling challenges facing Kenya today. It is not only widespread, but it is also steadily rising. This highlights the need for sustainable solutions to poverty, particularly through microfinance. This research investigated the case of Eastern Kenya Province where HIV/AIDs has affected many women and has caused drawbacks to the community. Many endings are singled after contracting the viruses from their late husband. The spread of the virus is caused by extreme poverty in women as a result they give themselves to men for a single meal to feed their families and they contract the virus. The purpose of this paper is to explore the unique micro-level challenges that are faced by poverty alleviation programs adopted by microfinance institutions operating in this region.  My research will therefore explore how to initiate Income Generating Activities (IGAs) through microfinance institutions where they take small loans for small businesses as they pay back. The result of this research might help the government, microfinance providers, and donors to assist in alleviating the poverty of the Northern Kenyan community mostly of them being women and individuals. living with HIV/AIDs
A.  Environmental Scan through Interview With the society involved.
Scan through Interviews and it will include an internal environmental scan meaning that we have to start with what we already have to bring about the change in the community. 
My internal Environmental Scan will start with the internal strengths that I know about this community that they have:
Strengths:
· Community Strengths by families and individuals 
· Individual motivation to the community in support groups
· Strong in faith and hope in God
· They are devoted and committed to the training
· Willingness to gain new knowledge and to learn new experiences 
· Past individual achievements can be a great source of strength. 
Weaknesses
· Lack of stable source of income
· Lack of committed partners
· Ignorance towards rights and policies 
· Strong family ties and relations lead to conflicting roles and interests
· Lack of proper advocacy for the widowed against their oppressors due to lack of legal representatives. 
Expected to use the available Resources – Themselves & their availability and willingness to fully participate.

B. Community Development Building
1. Workshops
My goal as an experienced farmer as I grew up in a farm, and brought up my children in a farm, is farming when taken seriously can be a good start to learning to be financially independent. This has been my desire to help and encourage women in rural areas to be supplied with resources and tools to farm as they are farmers as their strengths in the system of reducing poverty. In the journal "Climate risk management and rural poverty reduction The authors stated that "'A central challenge is to go beyond increased agricultural production per se, and mitigate risks posed by increasing variable climate and marginal production conditions to ensure that large numbers of farmers move out of poverty and increase rural prosperity"'

2. Seminars
Dr. R. Gopinath1, Dr. A. Chitra2, 1D.Litt. (Business Administration)-Researcher, Madurai Kamaraj University, Tamil Nadu, India, stated that Indian women and Illiteracy, is a major problem in India, Kenya, and most African countries, and around 3/5 of women are illiterate. Even if they want to start up a Business, due to a lack of education, technology, and unawareness of recent trends in Business & market knowledge. They are facing problems in Business enterprise. We all need to understand that Women are the backbone of the work in agriculture in most parts of Africa. They need formal training that can be held as seminars when women have opportunities, the yields on their farms increase -- also their incomes. Natural resources are better managed. Nutrition is improved. And livelihoods are more secure. 
Juma commented that Community-Based Tourism (CBT) has been pushed as one of the strategies for poverty alleviation and it might enhance the sustainability of marginalized regions and communities. However, tourism has also been argued to carry seeds for its destruction and therefore presents a great dilemma and developmental paradox.

3. Experimental Training & Tours
The Tours and Exchange programs are the most educational programs in the village where women can meet with others and other organizations that are dying horticulturally. This way they can learn from those who have successfully done the same. For the women who are living in poverty,  are illiterate, we will need to address it through informal learning through tours and training the authors of "Experimenting with Emotion and Presence for tourism marketing; Ryan Yung;  Catheryn Khoo-Lattimore;  and Leigh Ellen Potter;  of Department of Tourism, Sport and Hotel Management, Grifﬁth University, Brisbane, Australia School of Information and Communications Technology, Grifﬁth University, Brisbane, stated that to address these gaps in literature, the objective of this study is to investigate the effectiveness of virtual Reality (VR) as a tourism marketing tool through presence and emotion. To do so, the study has three research aims. Firstly, to investigate if VR is more effective than traditional media in a tourism marketing context.

4. Financial campaigns
I am on a call to campaign and fundraise for women to motivate them to get started in small business including the microfinance businesses that most of them are trying but they are limited to by financial instability. I will always remember what my mother used to tell me if a woman has 10 cents in her pocket, that 10 cents are for the whole family because she will buy a matchbox or anything to benefit the whole family,  as opposed to the same amount in a man's pocket, that it's only for him alone for what benefits himself. Our culture has a motto that says educate a girl/ woman, you will have educated a whole family then a society as a whole. 


Conclusions 
The African tradition is that Africa mostly is male-dominated culture and so women have so much on their plate and enough to take them through the day 365 days a.  When it comes to entrepreneurship males are allowed to focus only on their Business and society is not expecting males to play a major role in the family. Whereas in the case of females, the situation is different, even though they are managing their Businesses, they have to take care of their families too. They have to cook for their family; they have to take care of their kids’ health and education. No way are they exempted from doing this kind of activity. As they cannot concentrate fully on their Business they have to face more challenges compared to male entrepreneurs. So they are cautious enough in choosing their Business. Even before deciding on the Business, they analyze the Challenges in that particular Business. And we could find a positive and significant relationship between their Business and Challenges.  Family moral support provides a woman entrepreneur confidence that she can manage her family and work responsibilities, so the chance for getting success in Business is good. Personally my responsibilities are to provide that moral support, resources, and tools if available including fundraising to support these women's start-up businesses that work well with the family chores schedule. 
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