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Brian, our professor, made several real-life jolting statements in this core. For example, "Life Happens," this statement has made a significant impact on my perspective and outlook on life. "Life Happens" is a simple phrase, but it carries a lot of truth and wisdom.
This statement has helped me accept that some things in life are beyond my control and that unexpected events can happen at any time. It has confirmed what is stated in Psalm 37:1 "Do not fret," and in vs 3 it describes why it is my responsibility to "Trust in the Lord, and do good." In other words, while I may not be able to change my circumstances, I do have the ability to choose how I respond to them.
By accepting that "Life Happens," we can learn to be more adaptable, resilient, and accepting of change. We can also focus our energy on the things that are within our control, such as our attitudes and actions, rather than worrying about things we cannot change.
Brian's manner of speaking was equally instructive—without flamboyance, arrogance, or loud tones, but with an effective calm, is a testament to his communication skills, his ability to connect with his audience and his deep understanding of the material he was teaching. 
This has challenged me to also seek to be more intentional in understanding of the material being presented- not only understanding the theological concepts and biblical texts being referenced, but also understanding the cultural and historical context in which they were written, and how they relate to contemporary issues and concerns.
Another life-changing statement Brian made in class was, "Being active is doing things; being productive is doing the right things." In other words, activity is not the same as productivity. This is a frequent misconception in many organizations and among many leaders including the church. Organizations and leaders are increasingly focused only on "getting things done," with little regard for how that activity contributes to the organization's future. We are essentially busy for the sake of being busy. 
By emphasizing the importance of productivity over activity, the church can refocus its efforts on the things that truly matter and have a meaningful impact. This means taking the time to carefully consider what the church's mission and vision are, and then identifying the activities and programmes that are most likely to help achieve those goals.
This approach requires a willingness to let go of activities that may be popular or traditional but are not truly productive in terms of furthering the church's mission. It also means being willing to invest time and resources into activities that may not be immediately popular or glamorous but are essential for achieving long-term goals.
Ultimately, by prioritizing productivity over activity, the church can be more intentional and effective in its ministry, and can make a real difference in the lives of its members and the broader community.
Leaders are prone to becoming engrossed in the feverish pursuit of activities. We begin by reacting in the present, taking on activities without assessing their importance or relevance to the organization's goals; sitting in meetings all day, writing and responding to hundreds of emails, and staying late every day, before we know it. Finally, leaders become distracted and devote time and energy to ineffective tasks.
Busy people talk about all the things they’re doing. Productive people let their work do the talking.
Just because productivity is found within activity, doesn’t mean that all activity equals productivity. 
Given my profession as a pastor and the aim of hermeneutics, particularly biblical hermeneutics, regarding the concept of activity versus productivity, it emphasizes the importance of understanding the true meaning and significance of the biblical text rather than simply being busy with religious activities.
In other words, just as being busy with various tasks and projects does not necessarily lead to true productivity, being busy with religious activities does not necessarily lead to a deep understanding of the Bible or a meaningful relationship with God.
Ultimately, by applying the principles of biblical hermeneutics to the ministry, pastors can be more intentional and effective in our efforts to serve God and advance His Kingdom. Focusing on the things that truly matter and avoid getting bogged down in activity for the sake of activity. 
Hermeneutics' fundamental objective is to discern and comprehend the meaning of biblical texts. Through a comprehensive understanding of the original languages, ancient history, and the comparison of Scripture with Scripture, hermeneutics aims to bridge the gap between our minds and those of the Biblical authors.
It is essential to use proper hermeneutics when interpreting the Bible in light of contemporary social and spiritual challenges. It would prevent an expositor from claiming a mere phrase as an everlasting moral principle. It would prevent some binding concept from an obscure Old Testament episode from being imposed on modern life. As a result of poor hermeneutics, the Bible has become a source of confusion rather than clarity. The purpose of hermeneutics is to make us better interpreters of Scripture, so preventing theological error and other forms of abuse resulting from improper handling of Scripture. Hermeneutics is essential for spiritual growth since the correct application of biblical truth depends on its proper interpretation. It is significant for determining the Christian's beliefs and lifestyle.



